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Greetings in the Name of our
Lord and Savior!

May the peace of God be upon you, and His perfect
love be shining in and around your life.

First of all I’d like to say “Thank you” to everyone
for your prayers when my health took a turn for the
worse in late December.  It’s amazing how fast
healing can come forth with the petitioning prayers
from our brothers and sisters in the Lord.  Bless you
all!  I’m doing much better these days.

I’d like to share with you what I’ve learned and am
learning facing tragedies such as health issues,
financial crushes, and even losing a loved one.  The
natural question asked is, “Why?  Why did this
happen to me?  Why did it happen this way?  Why
now?”

Job struggled with questions of “why” as he tried to
make sense of his suffering (Job 7:20-21).  But so did
Jesus’ disciples when they asked Jesus, when they
came upon the man born blind at birth, “Who sinned,
Teacher?  This man or his parents?” (John 9:1-2)
They were asking in the sense of causality – what
was the reason for his blindness.  They assumed that
somehow sin must have been involved.

Yet on another level, the disciples were asking,
“Why” in the sense of purpose.  What was the
significance of the man’s blindness?  In reply, Jesus
borrowed an answer from Job.  He assured His
disciples that through this man’s blindness the glory
of God’s work would be made evident (John 9:3-5).
Then He fulfilled that claim by healing the man on
both a physical and a spiritual level.

Job too eventually realized the awesome Glory and
Grace of God as a result of his suffering (Job 42:1-6).
That should offer some comfort to those of us (not
just me).  But to those of us who face seemingly
senseless tragedy in our lives the pain is real and
must not be denied.  But someday we will see the
Glory of God, even in the things that we suffer.  We
are assured of this through this history of Job and
Jesus.  We know it to be Truth.  Amen.

So our answer to our question, “why?”…  God may
not explain everything, nor are we capable of
understanding everything He has told us, yet He
assures us that His “whys” are just and righteous.
The just shall live by faith. (Hab. 2:4)  This truth
applies universally, as Paul spoke of many others as
well – Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38.
In the end, the ultimate answer to the question is,
“Trust in God”.  Then, as you face your darkest
moment, in times of great loss or fear of the
unknown, God would have us pursue insight and self-
examination.  We can harness our thoughts and
feelings much better when we simply trust in Him as
our Heavenly Father.

You see, we all can learn many things in our
affliction, if we continue to trust in the Lord.  He
knows my heart and will not give me more than I can
handle.  When Satan attacks one of God’s servants
with disease, torment, or death in our families, to
Whom should we turn?  To whom should we look in
a time of tragedy and testing?  Jesus cares.  That’s the
blessing for me.  God knows I’ll withstand the test,
and so can you, no matter what you’re facing, either
now or in the future.  Just trust in Him.  He said, “I
will never leave you or forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5) Do
you believe – or do you doubt?  Doubt pushes
healing away and prevents God from doing His
healing in us.  Trust, trust, trust and rely on your
faith.

God bless you all.  I love you all.
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An Undeniable Truth

As I watch the snowflakes fall from the sky
It makes me think of the Master’s eyes.

Watching us all from the beginning of creation
All of us unique without duplication.

It is humbling to think that we each are so rare
For the world’s sins, God His Son did not spare.

What an act of love; I couldn’t even imagine
Even with our problems,

He gives us His power and might
That’s how important you are, so precious in His sight.

If you trust Him with all your problems
He will show love, grace and you can finally rest.

His Word is all truth, in it there are no lies
Receive Him as your Savior and you will never die.

written by
Donald Ordway     MCF     St. Cloud

Thank You, Jesus
Hello, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  I was
inspired to write this from Jesus Christ, from myself
to you, through the Spirit.

Throughout the day I talk to Jesus about some very
deep, personal issues.  We talk on all sorts of things.
Lately, I’ve thanked Him for many different things: a
great supporting cast of Brothers, ranging from
Brothers Phil and Chuck, my Mom, my girlfriend,
perfect peace, joy, no worries or problems, great,
awesome and powerful services, and of course the
“blow the roof off the house” awesome Gospel choir.
We all call ourselves Saved by Grace, because we
truly are saved by Grace.  We are a great bunch of
guys that just truly blow away those that hear us with
our powerful voices.  When we have practice or
worship we bring it and some more.  There’s
laughing, clapping, dancing, shouting, grooving and
soul soothing, “must give it your all”  type of music.

I know that my last day here will be a sad yet joyful
and powerful day.  I’m gonna be leaving the greatest
place on earth.  The one place that saved my life and
showed me who Jesus really is and how cool He is.
Moose Lake may not be your idea of the perfect
vacation, but it was my perfect spot to say, “I’m
done.”  I got saved, found Jesus, got to know Jesus
and His power.  WOW!  What power!  Enough to
break you and make you.  Man, if only you could see
what I see.  It would definitely change your mind
about Christ and His power.  I had to tell myself this,
“If you care for someone, there’s always room for
change.”  And isn’t that the truth?  Philippians 3:13
says, Forget the past and strive towards the future.  I
can only do that through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13.  And boy, have I done that.  Man, if
people only knew me before I met Christ.  They
would be absolutely blown away by what Jesus has
done.  Amen, Amen, Amen!

Thank you, Jesus, for this paper and the words to put
on it.  I’ve seen miracles in everything from fractured
skulls to Hep. C to STD’s while being locked up.  I
love you so much that words could not explain.  Only
You could set this peace of dirt free.  Flying high, on
eagle’s wings, running faster than horses, and having
a peace that surpasses all understanding comes from
You, Christ.  Thank you so much, Jesus.  With all of
my heart I cry and thank You with tears of joy that
You made me complete.  Jesus, You could heal all
sorts of people and now You’re living in ME!
WOW!  Now that’s one POWERFUL combination!
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Oh, sweet, sweet Jesus, I thank You for Your love.
Thank you so  much.  Thank You.  Owwwwwww!
Come on, Jesus!  Give me Your strength and more of
Your tender love and care, You great big Lug of
Love!  Thanks, man, for hearing my cries, prayers
and thanks, laughter, sorrows and praises, struggles,
joys and hurts.  I have no one else like You, who
takes a genuine interest in my welfare – how I’m
doing and how I’m feeling (Philippians 2:20).  Truly
I do cry out to you, Jesus.  Truly I do.

written by
Duane Ekman     MCF     Moose Lake

Rewarded by Grace

All at once the sky grows black as night
Time stands still in the midst of this sight
A roaring sound thunders from heaven above
The voice of judgment soars like a dove.

Many try to understand – just how and why?
Others rejoice as they begin to cry
Today is the day which we’ve longed for
Prophesy fulfilled as when the curtain tore.

Before our Savior, a Book of Life in hand
Ready to lead His faithful into the Promised Land
Our reward is here, now and forever by Grace
The fight is over, we’ve won the race

Now I’m walking on streets of gold
Every promise kept in the Scriptures He told
Celebrating in song the saints ring clear
No longer will we have to worry or fear.

This is the day I pray comes soon
The one which my heart-sings its tune
See, I trust His Holy Word as law
Yet others will perish doubting all they’d saw.

written by
Chris Malz     MCF     St. Cloud

Words From
Within
      an Open Door column by
           Scott Duffy-Koltes

The last year has been wonderful.
It’s been full of joy and excitement,
such as; marriage, home, career, and ministry.
Through it all God has been at the forefront of
everything. Colleen and I have sought His blessing
and guidance in everything we’ve done.

The opportunity to live the words and to earn the
trust tentatively given has been gratefully accepted. I
was able to build the foundation while in prison and
I’ve been able to demonstrate the strength of that
foundation through consistent behavior. What I say
and what I do match. That is unspeakable joy. There
are no words that can truly describe the joy of
authenticity. Join me there and you too will know
what I mean.

Matthew 6:33 has been my verse to stand on. God
has more than met the promise that verse offers. It’s
not the material things…though they have a level of
importance in how people “do” life. No, it’s been
more of the sincere desire of others to see me and
their strong interest in how or what I am doing. The
level of care and interest in me touches my very core.
You see, once I was a drug addict and a thief,
condemned by society for my reckless, selfish,
hurtful acts. People died around me, peace and trust
were crushed by my actions. Yet Jesus Christ raised
me up because of my faithful declaration of Him as
my Lord and Savior. I turned my back on the evil I
wanted to commit while in prison and reached out to
the unlovable people of prison society.

Outreach Chairperson for Watchmen Ministries,
Scott Duffy-Koltes. While I’ve sought opportunities
to proclaim the goodness of the gospel message, I did
not seek to exalt myself, yet God exalted me to a
position of trust because of my faithfulness. His
calling on my life is not based on what I feel I can
accomplish; instead He will qualify me for the calling
He’s given me. All I have to do is be obedient and
willing. What joy there is in this freedom I know
now. To have the obsession of drugs and alcohol
removed from my life, to have relationships restored,
to be able to pay my bills…even more than that…to
want to pay my bills.

Submissions for publication in
The Open Door should be limited to 500 words.

These submissions may be edited at the discretion of
the editor and will be published in the order they

are received  and as space allows.
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That’s probably not enough bragging about God and
His faithfulness, mercy, and grace. We need to move
from testimony to teaching though so that I can share
my amazement of God with all of you through the
transforming Word…the gospel of Jesus Christ as
revealed to the church in Ephesus. Specifically we’ll
look at Ephesians 4:17 – 32. I’ll be sharing from the
NKJV MacArthur Study Bible. The book of
Ephesians is New Testament teaching coupled with
practical application. Paul spent the first three
chapters teaching the gospel and now begins to
encourage practical application. He talks about unity
and spiritual gifts and we join in with him as he talks
about the “new man.”

Look at verse 17 and the word “walk.” The footnote
says that “walk” expresses daily conduct. So our
walk becomes new, we no longer “do life” the way
we used to. Our thoughts and words change, our
interests change as we allow God to change us. Paul
amplifies that in verse 18 and 19, contrasting a life
transformed by God to one alienated from God.
Verse 19 also uses the phrase (that MacArthur
highlights) “being past feeling” that suggests a
hardened heart, an apathy (MacArthur) about moral
and spiritual things. There is a predominant lack of
moral restraint. Contrast that with the Holy Spirit’s
restraining influence and God’s daily grace.

In verses 20 through 24 salvation is described by
three words illuminated in MacArthur’s commentary.
They are, learned…heard…taught, each one
referencing the truth found in Jesus. Look at Romans
12:1-2 to get a different take on this. Paul explains
this “new man” in a slightly different way but it
means the same thing. Our belief in Jesus Christ and
our acceptance of Him as Ruler, Author, and Finisher
of our lives changes us in a way that we could not do
on our own.

Verses 25 through 32 instruct us on how to live our
lives in harmony with each other and with God. Take
time to look up lying, anger, wrath.  Think about
what it means to steal (it’s not just money), define
corrupt for yourself, and pray for God’s wisdom and
understanding regarding these words.

MacArthur addresses grieving the Holy Spirit in a
way that has opened my eyes so, rather than my
interpretation, I will give you MacArthur’s verbatim.
“God is grieved when His children refuse to change
the old ways of sin for those righteous ways of the
new life. It should be noted that such responses by
the Holy Spirit indicate He is a person.” Paul ends

chapter 4 by admonishing us to, “be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as
God in Christ forgave you.”

Father, thank You for counting all who choose to
believe in You as dear children…loved and forgiven.
We come to You broken and hurt, seeking Your
protection and care. Thank You for Your healing
touch and protection. Thank You for the restoration
of our lives and our souls. We ask that You give us
eyes to see the hurts of the world as You see them.
Give us the heart of Jesus to reach out to others in
need. Give us understanding so that we can bring
Your wisdom and knowledge against every problem
the world would present. We also ask Your care and
protection for our families and friends Father as You
perfect Your will in us and restore the years the
locusts have eaten. Thank You for the time and
resources to share the transforming wisdom of Your
word. In the mighty name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Please remember that you can write to me in care of
Watchmen Ministries with any questions or
comments you may have. And the Bible fund for
study Bibles grows if you have need for our help.
‘Till next time…

Led by the Spirit
Being “led by the Spirit”.  What does that mean?  For
me personally it means that I let myself be led in the
footsteps of Jesus.  I surrender myself totally and do
as the Spirit bids.  To do anything less would not be
living in the Word.  And that is a hard row to hoe.  I
believe now that it is easier to live by the Word and
with the Word than to fight and resist.  I am
incarcerated because I resisted the call of the Spirit.  I
chose to ignore my Savior’s call to righteousness and
I lived a sinful life.  Doing that has cost me all of my
worldly riches, including my family.  But now that I
have softened my heart and humbled myself I see that
I need to start putting my riches in heaven and not
here.  The life I once led would have ended in death
and hellfire for all eternity.  But now that I live in the
Word, by the Word and for the Word, and I have the
promise of eternal life with God in heaven, I know
where my treasures lie.  I also have the “roadmap” to
help me along the way.  Do as the Bible says and you
too can live with the Word, by the Word and for the
Word.  God bless each and every one who reads this.

written by
Rick Jones     MCF     St. Cloud
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The Answer

Contemplation causes
frustration over the

dilemma of the
situation.

It’s on my mind
all of the time, and

I come to the
conclusion that my

life has been an illusion.

What to do? and
How to act? there
is only one place
I can turn for an
answer to that…

God’s loving grace.

Search Him out and
have no doubt that
He loves you, even

if you sin, so
put on a grin and

live your life with Him!

written by
Rick Jones     MCF     St. Cloud

Thoughts

Your thoughts will take you somewhere;
Do you know where that might be?

Are you going where you should not go?
Seeing things you should not see?

Every thought affects us;
Our emotions and evil desires.
Good or bad, our every thought

Will hinder or inspire.

The thoughts a man thinks in his heart –
So will that man be.

Think about that principle,
And about your destiny.

Renew your mind!  It’s time for change!
Put joy back in your soul.

Concentrate on God and good,
And He will make you whole.

written by
Willie Harrison, Jr.   Pontiac Corr. Ctr.   IL
submitted by     Roy Hauter   MCF   St. Cloud

Mi Vida Loca

Sin todo aquí me encuentro encerrado en mi celda
otra vez quisiera que el Tiempo Volara, pero cada dia
parece un mez.

De la vida que yo llevaba, no es fácil olvidar Rolando
y poriando un cuento de nunca acabar yo ya ni
dormía no sabia descansar.  Yo ye no era el mismo la
droga me empezó a controlar.

Pensala que andala bien pues ya no temía a quien
rolar, desde que era yo un charalon en la klicka me la
empecé a rifar,

A mucha gente yo golpie a mucha gente lastime
porque escogí ese camino, hasta ahorita no lo se.

Mucha droga yo fume y toda clase de droga yo probé
para mi era algo natural, nunca la nege, de muchas
cosas y hasta la muerte me salve.

Pensala que era suerte, pero ahora me doy cuenta
parque, Diosito siempre me a cuidado, para mi el
tiene algo planeado, ya muchos anos yo eh gastado,
ya estoy muy cansado!  Otra chansa el me a dado
Dios a la Gloria me ha llamado, de aquí en adelante
su nombre será alabado.

El Tiempo pasa y pasa no hay mas que recordar de
las cosas malas que yo hice nunca las podré cambiar
mi pasado es algo feo y según yo era puro dis frutar,

Machos crímenes yo eh hecho pero nomás unos
cuantos tuve que pagar.  A muchas cárceles y
prisiones yo fue a dar.

Se a tomado un buen rato, para poder yo razonar es
obio que otro camino, tengo que tomar.

Con Jesucristo a mi lado cualquier obstáculo, podré
yo alcanzar.  Tengo que hacer lo bueno, para el cielo
poder llegar.

El no me dejara solo, el siempre me va acompañar,

Se acabaron los días tristes, se acabaron los días de
sonar.

Una vida nueva con Jesucristo voy a empezar.

La Vida Loca de este convicto aquí va terminar.

written by
Javier Esquivel    MCF     St. Cloud
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It’s All Real

Soon as I wake up I am on stage being watched by
God to see if I will praise Him, God, for sending His
Son Jesus to die for my sins, or will I be worldly
again!  I know, I’ve done more wrong than right.
Thank you, Lord, for keeping me in Your sight.  I
have even been out of control, but now I’m a living
miracle.  The things which happened to me have
actually turned out for the furtherance of the Gospel!
God can transform a tragedy into a triumph.  By
grace I have been saved, I started with an ending and
my finish is God’s beginning.  I owe God much for
enabling me to see these events with new eyes.  I’m
too undeserving of God’s grace, and now I know that
God’s grace is for the undeserving.  I’m helping
others to understand that God’s salvation is for
sinners only and that includes all of us.  That’s what
makes God’s grace so amazing!  When I tell you the
Truth, you don’t want to receive it.  If I told you a lie,
you would believe it.  It’s all real…

written by
Leevoice Washington     MCF     St. Cloud

The Power of Choice

One of the most important aspects of our humanness
is having the power to choose.  Our loving Creator
has allowed us to choose the “world” in which we
live.  If we choose to love in thought, word and deed,
we create a loving atmosphere around us.  If we
choose thoughts or actions of ill will, these qualities
will fill the atmosphere we inhabit.

Having free will means being able to choose anew.
Our old choices are not permanently fixed.  Through
new choices, the past can be healed, and pain and
suffering can be released from our lives.

Even when we cannot choose our outer conditions,
we can still choose how we will respond to them.
This is the ultimate freedom.  By choosing to see
every situation as contributing to our highest good,
we can transform even the most difficult
circumstances into blessings.

written by
Arthur Brown   Arizona State Prison Complex
submitted by    Roy Hauter     MCF   St. Cloud

Now I’m Addicted to Jesus
Everything in life I had or owned
Drugs took them all from me
But this Living God that spared my life
I pray to upon my knees.
Back then I hated the life I lived,
I’d lost all self-respect!
And those all near and dear to me
Were the ones I did neglect.
 I was so in love with this dangerous drug
I gave up on myself!
There were only two outs that I could sense
Confined to jail or death.
Misusing all those God gave to me,
I turned my back on family and friends!
My heart became this block of ice
My scheming just had no end.
The things I did, the lies I told
None of that I could retract!
I became a slave in Satan’s camp
Addicted I was to crack.
Everything in life that wasn’t nailed down,
I stole and eventually sold!
And for a hit of crack cocaine,
I would have sold my soul!
The woman my God gave to me
Would shake her head and nod!
I knew I was destroying her innocent life
Mired in trouble I prayed to God
Now today I sit alone at times,
Just reminiscing on the past.
Through Jesus my decision’s made by God
With Him this life will ever last.
This living God I serve is real,
He dwells inside this heart!
And no longer am I a slave to sin
From this crack I’ve now departed.
Now that I’ve found the love of God,
I shan’t again go back!
God will supply the tools I need
To fight this addiction to crack
I now rebuke this Prince of Darkness
In the Name of my Lord, my Christ
Give back to me all that you stole
My life now belongs to Christ
And now I am a soldier of the Lord;
I fight His battles every day.
He now controls the life I live;
The Lord directs my way…
Crack’s name is failure: Satan for short
The Father of lies and sin
But now I’m addicted to Jesus
My Father, my Lord, my Friend.

written by
Willie Patterson     MCF     Faribault
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Cain or Abel

“Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him”  (Isa. 53: 10)

Cain was a tiller of the field; while Abel tended the
flocks.  To the mythologist, this could appear
significant; in that agrarian cultures and nomadic,
herding, cultures have generally viewed God
differently.  For the agrarian society, the chief deity
was often seen as female; where among the nomads,
God was typically viewed as male.  From this
perspective it could be argued that the conflict
between Cain and Abel was a battle between views of
God.  And as we see from the account, Abel became
the first martyr for the male view of God.

However, the bible is not a book of mythology, and
though it seems to represent God as exclusively male
– God clearly transcends these images.  As Moses
gave the people warning before they crossed into the
Promise Land, he said: “Beware lest you become
corrupt by making for yourselves [to worship] a
graven image in the form of any figure, the likeness
of male or female,” (Deut. 4: 16, AMP).  No graven
image ever took form but that it first existed within
the heart and mind of man.  The graven idol worship
that plagued the people of the O.T. was merely the
outward expression of a corrupt inward nature.  The
Lord revealed this to Ezekiel, stating:  “Son of man,
hast thou seen what the ancients of the house of
Israel do in the dark, every man in the chambers of
his imagery?  For they say the Lord seeth us not”
(Eze. 8: 12).

We all practice idolatry of some form and that’s why
Paul warns us to cast down “imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ”  (II Cor. 10:5).  Man has a
fallen nature – a nature that seems to vacillate,
through history, from moments of enlightened
obedience to God’s lead, to times of such depravity
“that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually” (Gen. 6: 5).  And the

conflict between Cain and Abel is recorded to
illustrate that spiritual struggle we all share.

As a tiller of the field, Cain was a rooted individual –
rooted in the soil for his livelihood, sustenance and
personal identity.  Abel, on the other hand, was a
traveling man – a nomad, pursuing the next grove of
green pasture to provide the unending need of his
flock.  Abel lacked a sense of home – he was a
sojourner, meaning that he was never a permanent
resident anywhere.  He stopped for periods of time
and even most likely returned to a home base, of
sorts, on a seasonal basis – but he lived in a tent and
likely had little use for a permanent dwelling.  By
occupation, Cain became rooted in this world, while
Abel merely sojourned through it.  Cain represents
the idea of investing in this life’s permanency – but
for Abel, this life was merely a temporary stopover to
an inheritance not acquired until it ends.

As we know from the account, Cain slew his brother
out of jealousy – Abel’s offering was accepted by
God, while Cain’s was not.  Some have suggested it
was the items they brought to the altar that
determined acceptance or rejection from God.  Cain
brought “fruit of the ground” and Abel volunteered
one of the “firstlings of his flock”  (Gen. 4: 3-4).  But
though a firstborn lamb might seem to be a more
acceptable offering, within the theme of biblical
sacrifices, the pervading message of what God
desires from man is a matter closer to the heart.

“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices
unto me?  saith the Lord:  I am full of the burnt
offerings of rams, and the fat of the fed beasts…”
(Isa. 1: 11).  Isaiah then continues with God’s
disapproval over the offerings brought before Him.
David pleads not with burnt offerings, but with
genuine contrition as he declares his sin before God
in Ps. 51: 4.  Then, in verse 17 he confidently
declares “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.”

And even more, we find that God dwells within such
an offering – He lives on high, in eternity, yet “with
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit.”  Our
Maker does this “to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:
15).  As our Savior said, the “poor in spirit”  will
inherit the Kingdom – the “pure in heart” shall see
God (Matt. 5: 3, 8).

Lost and Found
an Open Door column by
Ron Luff     R.C.I.  Ohio



8

The history of the bible is recorded for our
admonition – as examples to instruct us and reveal
our frailty as human beings (I Cor. 10: 11-13).  Our
heavenly Father desires so much for us; but we must
be tested, like clay vessels in the kiln, to make us
fitting for such glory.  Cain was a tiller of the soil –
he sets the example of one who builds his home, in
this life, bringing no acceptable offering of a heart
thirsting for the promise of eternity with God.  He
lacked contrition in that he held little esteem for the
things of God – and what began as a lacking became
a loss of countenance and open rebellion against
God.

Our heavenly Father knows what we need and His
blessed Son came to provide the means necessary to
make it possible.  The Hebrew word translated as
contrite, in Ps. 51: 17 cited above, is the same word
translated as bruise, in Isa. 53: 10, stating: “Yet it
pleased the Lord to bruise him” (crush him, make
him contrite).  This is prophetic reference to the
crucifixion of Jesus, when He did “make his soul an
offering for sin”  – a contrite offering that God wilt
not despise.  Jesus provides the habitation of heart
where we might dwell with God.

But Jesus, typified by
Abel, was a shepherd (Jn.
10: 11).  As a sojourner,
He had no permanent
place to lay His head
(Matt. 8: 20), His kinsmen
were not linked by blood,
but by likeness of heart
(Matt. 3: 31-35) and His
Kingdom was not of this
world (Jn. 18: 36).   Cain
was born first, and then Abel; just as Esau was first,
then Jacob, Ishmael and then Isaac…we are born
flesh, first and then spiritually,  Our promise of
eternal life was assured “before the world began”
(Titus 1: 2) – but our conscious awareness of it must
inevitably be preceded by our presence in this life.
This is why the pattern is so persistent in scripture
that the firstborn (according to the flesh) is not the
holder of eternal promise.  Because we’re only
conscious of the world and its genealogies – but in
God’s reality, Jesus “is the firstborn of every
creature” (Col. 1: 15).

We can all accept this, because God’s Word tells us
so – but what does it mean and how deep does it go?
Paul boldly declared “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ that liveth in

me” (Gal. 2: 20).  Paul’s life had become that of a
sojourner, as David’s was while pleading: “Hear my
prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry: hold not
thy peace at my tears for I am a stranger with Thee,
and a sojourner”  (Ps. 39: 12).  Peter urges us “as
strangers and pilgrims” (I Pet. 2: 11) to abstain from
the temporary enticements of this life – and hunger
not after the mere pottage of this world’s gain, as
Esau did, at the cost of a greater inheritance (Gen. 25:
29 – 34).

This is not to say, as the old adage goes, that we
should be so heavenly minded we’re no earthly good.
But in each day we live, let us do so with our eye on
the prize, settling not for the allure of this present
world’s pangings – nor become rebellious against the
contrition made possible through the cross of Jesus.
After the murder of his brother Abel (the possessor of
God’s acceptance), Cain was sent to wander.  He was
exiled to a state of Nod, a place which is no place – a
wandering without end.  Like the scapegoat (Lev. 16:
10), Cain was laden with his own sin, unable to rest,
having forsaken his lasting inheritance for that desire
that lasts only a season.

Life comes at us with every form of temptation and
distraction – but pride is at the base of them all.  C.S.
Lewis called it the Great Sin, for from it stems all
others.  We’re tempted to determine our own destiny
and to do it our way.  But it’s here that our Savior
sets the supreme example, while enabling us in our
infirmity as well.  Jesus was the Kenosis of God – the
reducing, or emptying of Himself into a mere mortal
man of flesh and blood for the purpose of suffering a
human death (Phlp. 2: 6-8).

Words fail to describe what Jesus accomplished upon
the cross and yet even that is not the sum of what He
did.  The offering for sin (Isa. 53: 10) that He became
upon the cross, was made possible only by way of the
perfect life He lived – “For he hath made him to be
sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him” (II Cor. 5: 21).  The
death Jesus endured upon the cross was the climax to
a myriad of choices He’d made the whole of His life.
Nowhere do we find Jesus living His own life; rather,
He states “I came down from heaven, not to do mine
own will, but the will of him that sent me” (Jn. 6: 38).
Even at the carefree age of 12 we find Jesus saying
“wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s
business?” (Lk. 2: 49).  And near the end of His life
when He “set his face to go to Jerusalem (Lk. 9: 51),
it was through the exercise of a commitment He’d
practiced all of His life.  Praise God such a perfect
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life was walked in order to make possible the
promises of God to us!

The account of Cain and Abel is not an advertisement
for sheep herding, over the noble profession of
raising wheat.  It’s about the struggle we endure as to
how we should view and value this life.  To the
atheist, this life is all we have.  But as Christians, this
life has value only in that it is a gift from God.  And
it is a temporary residence – our permanent home
comes not in the here and now, but in the hereafter.

Whether we see
ourselves as farmers
or factory workers,
s e c r e t a r i e s  o r
statesmen,  t ruck
drivers or pro ball
players, we should
hold fast to the
perception that first
and foremost we are
the precious child-ren
of God.  We are heirs
to  H is  e terna l
Kingdom and, as Peter on the water, our eyes are to
remain fixed on Him.  And by doing so – “all these
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 33).

Where John wrote; “the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us” (John 1: 14); the word “dwelt”
literally means to encamp, set up a tent.  The Word
sojourned with man, as example of what this life
truly is.  Temporary.  Through the prophet Isaiah,
God declares:  The heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build
unto me?  and where is the place of my rest?"” Then
He identifies His guest, stating: “but to this man will
I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my word” (Isa. 66: 1-2).

Where else would Jesus go to “prepare a place”
(John 14: 2) for us in the house of God?  He is the
Husband of the church and must go build the house
where His betrothed will dwell.  Our Savior came to
give us abundant life (John 10:10) – an abundance of
life that can be enjoyed even now, in this life, so long
as we don’t hold too tightly to it.  The tighter we hold
to this life and its earthly cares, the more distant Life,
itself, seems – and the more we stand in discontent of
that permanent home He’s making in our heart (II
Cor. 5: 1).

Cain’s idolatry got in the way and his countenance
fell.  He knew how to do better, but he came to
believe that this life, and the goods he’d gleaned from
it, were his own.  The truth he sadly missed is that to
live this life to the fullest, is only possible by living
each day – for God.  And his depraved perception
eclipsed the only possibility he, or any of us ever
have, of living life to the fullest.  Because its fullness
is found only in the recognition of life’s limits.  A
fullness not found in our earthly investments – but in
the investment of Jesus, in us.

How to Have a Life-Changing
Relationship with God

1. Believe and acknowledge that Jesus
Christ is God as He claimed to be.
(John 11:25-27 & 17:3; Romans 10:9-
10; Matthew 16:16)

2. Admit that you’re a person who has not
met God’s perfect standard.  (Romans
3:10-17, 23)

3. Recognize that your sin separates you
from God and will keep you separated
forever unless forgiven by God.
(Romans 6:23)

4. Ask God to apply the payment of Jesus
Christ (His death and resurrection) to
the debt of your sin and thereby forgive
you of your sin. (1 John 1:9)

5. Recognize it is by God’s GRACE and
your faith in Jesus Christ ALONE that
you are saved! (Ephesians 2:8-9;
Romans 3:24)

We urge you to “talk” these steps through with
God.  Your desire to have a personal relationship
with God can be expressed through a simple prayer
like this… “Dear Lord, I want to know You
personally.  I am willing, with Your help, to turn
from my sins.  Thank You for sending Jesus, who
died in my place and rose again to be my Savior.
Come into my life and lead me.  Amen.”  If you
prayed this prayer, please share this wonderful
news with another believer so they can help you
grow in your new found faith.  God bless you.
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Storm of the Century

The boat rocked and creaked from the flow of the sea.
As the thirteen men sat in the boat, an eerie calm
came over the sea.  Peter was the first to notice the
changing conditions.  All the years as a fisherman
had trained him well, and he knew what was about to
happen.  He looked over to James, John and Andrew.
Their eyes held the same look of fear, and the
knowledge of what was about to unfold on the Sea of
Galilee.

The waves struck the boat out of nowhere as the wind
and water seemed to rush in all at once.  The men
hurried to shift sails, haul anchors and bail water.
Twelve of these men exhausted all of their own
knowledge and strength to save the sinking ship while
the Savior of the world lay asleep.  Thomas, one of
the twelve, looked over to Jesus sleeping and thought
to himself about the miracles this Man had performed
right before his very eyes; this man teaches as a man
of God, and heals sick men and lepers and He lays
asleep in the midst of this great storm, surely we will
die, and He sleeps!

It doesn’t matter where
you go in the world, there
are storms.  Sand storms
in the desert, ice storms in
the Arctic, and hurricanes
in the ocean.  Violent and
unpredictable weather
looms around the corner
everywhere on earth, and so it is with our lives.

We all experience storms in our lives.  We lose our
jobs, a friend dies, a family member finds out they
have cancer, we realize we won’t have enough
money to make it through the month..  When these
storms abound we react in the very same way the
apostles reacted, we try and weather the storm
ourselves, thinking we are alone, but the answer lies
asleep next to us the entire time.

Frantically, the twelve men, as if all at once realizing
the answer to their problems, rushed to wake Jesus
yelling to Him, “Master, why are you just laying
there?  Can’t You see that we are about to die?  This
storm is just too much!”  Jesus just looks at them,
feeling the sharp panic in their voices.  He asks them
a simple question, “Where is your faith?”  Without
saying another word, Jesus sat up and calmed the
storm.  Amazed, the disciples asked one another,

“Who is this Man that He commands the wind and
the waves?”

No matter what we go through, we know our Savior
is there at our side.  I think that the author of the
poem Footprints in the Sand put it the best when she
wrote, “I love you and would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering, it was then
that I carried you.”

David wrote in his famous psalm of comfort, Psalm
23, “Even though I walk through the shadow of the
valley of death, I will fear no evil.”   This psalm
assures us that we will go through the valleys, we
will see hard times, but it is because of these hard
times that we have the faith to fear no evil; we have
the faith to know that Jesus will see us through these
storms.

So, the next time a storm comes up in our lives, let’s
not panic and try to weather the storm ourselves.  Let
us ask God to help us through the hard times, and to
use the experience to strengthen our faith in Him.

written by
Matthew Moeller     MCF     St. Cloud

Our Worth

I woke to the birds singing loudly this morn’
Asking me question like, “Why were you born?”

“What was the sense in God creating you?”
and, “Is there a reason for the things that you do?”

So I started thinking, “Yeah, what good am I?”
While looking out at the lake, trees and the sky.

I smelled the fresh grass while I listened to birds.
Beautiful creation, I couldn’t find the words.

How could I measure my value or worth
When God has His treasures all over the earth?

Why would God waste His time just to save me?
We’ve lost better things in the depths of the sea.

Well,

Maybe my life ain’t as bad as it seems,
I still have one more chance to live out my dreams.

People may throw most of their life away
But I’ll count my blessings and treasure each day.

written by
Richard Birdsall     MCF     Moose Lake
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26 Guards

This is a powerful thing!  I can only hope and pray
that the principle herein will manifest itself in the
hearts and lives of all who read this powerfully
blessed, true story about prayer.

Have you ever felt the urge to pray for someone, and
then just put it on a list and said, “I’ll pray for them
later.”?  Or, has anyone ever called you and said, “I
need you to pray for me; I have this need….”?
Here’s a message that should send chills through
your very soul!  A missionary on furlough told this
true story while visiting his home church in
Michigan…

While serving at a small field hospital in Africa,
every two weeks I traveled by bicycle through the
jungle to a nearby city for supplies.  This was a
journey of two days and required camping overnight
at the half-way point.

On one of these journeys, I’d arrived in the city,
where I planned to collect money from a bank,
purchase medicine and supplies, and then begin my
two-day journey back to the field hospital.  Upon my
arrival, I observed two men fighting – one of whom
had been seriously injured.  I treated him for his
injuries, while at the same time speaking to him
about the Lord, Jesus Christ.  I then traveled the two
days, camping overnight and arrived home without
incident.

Two weeks later, I had to repeat my journey.  Upon
arriving in the city, I was approached by that same
man I'd given treatment to on my prior trip.  Then he
told me that he had known that I carried money and
medicines.  He said, “Some friends and I followed
you into the jungle last time, knowing that you would
be camping overnight.  We planned on killing you,
then taking your money and drugs.  But as we were
about to move into your camp we saw that you were
surrounded by 26 guards!”

At this I laughed and said that I was certainly all
alone in that jungle campsite.  The young man
pressed the point, however, and said, “No sir!  I
wasn’t the only one who saw the guards!  My friends
also say them and we all counted them!  It was
because of those guards that we were afraid and left
you alone!”

At this point in the sermon, one of the men in the
congregation jumped to his feet and interrupted the

missionary and asked if he could tell him the exact
day this happened.  The missionary told the
congregation the date, and the man who interrupted
told him this story;

On the night of your incident in Africa it was
morning here and I was preparing to play golf.  I was
about to putt when I felt the urge to pray for you.  In
fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong I called
men in this church to meet with me here in the
sanctuary so we could pray for you…Would all of the
men who met with me on that day please stand up?

The men who met together to pray that day stood.
The missionary wasn’t concerned with who they
were – he was too busy counting the number of men
standing.  There were precisely 26 men…!

This story is an incredible example of how the Lord
moves in mysterious ways!  So, if you ever feel or
hear that prodding, please do go along with it and
pray.  Nothing is ever hurt by prayer except the very
gates of hell.

As the previous true story clearly illustrates, “With
God all things are possible”.  Even more importantly,
God hears and answers the prayers of the faithful.

After reading this, I greatly encourage you to please
pass it on and give God your thanks and praise for the
beautiful gift of your faith, for the powerful gift of
prayer and for the many miracles He works in your
own life daily…

author unknown
submitted by
Michal Wortth     MCF     Stillwater

Art and Poetry
Contest

1st place - $25
2nd place - $15
3rd place - $10

All artwork and poetry MUST be
original.  There are separate awards for

each category.  Entries must be submitted
to “The Open Door” by May 1st, 2006.
Winners will be announced in the June

2006 issue of “The Open Door”.
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God Will Fight Your Battles
I thank you, Almighty Lord

From bondage you set me free
One time I was totally blind

But now I clearly see

The road that I was on
Led only to the gates of hell

I thank you, Lord for sparing my life
I’m blessed for being in jail

In Satan’s den I was
I was bound by Satan’s chain

My life has changed since that day
I prayed in Jesus’ name

No more will I be trapped
By that demon named cocaine
‘Cause Jesus is now in my life
thank God my life has changed

Take it from me, my friend
This is what cocaine will do

Make one misuse the ones he loves
Misusing himself, too

To leave cocaine alone
Through Jesus just talk to God

When God’s with you on the battlefield
You’ll find to win is not hard

Yes, God will fight your battles
Until the very end

Just be for the Lord and God will be for you
And Satan can not win

written by
Willie Patterson (aka Mississippi)  MCF   Faribault

Better Than a Friend
You are the best of all friends.
You are with me through thick and thin.
Your blood has washed away all my sins.
Only Your blood cleanses within.
Jesus, You are much more than a friend;
You were with me before the beginning, and to the end.
What You have done, words can never tell;
You haved saved my soul from being cast into hell.
Thank You, Jesus, for opening heaven’s door.
Ithank You, Jesus, again; I’ll thank You forever more.

written by
Larry Kilts     Cooper Street Corr. Fac.     MI
submitted by  Roy Hauter   MCF   St. Cloud

Too Blessed to be Stressed

I am too blessed to be stressed
And too anointed to be disappointed.

I refuse to be discouraged,
To be sad, or to cry.
I refuse to be downhearted,
And here’s the reason why:

I have a God Who is almighty,
Who is sovereign and supreme;
I have a God Who loves me,
And I’m on His team.

He is all wise and powerful;
Jesus is His name;
Though everything else is changeable,
My God remains the same.

I refuse to be defeated;
My eyes are on my God.
He has promised to be with me,
As through this life I plod.

I am looking past my circumstances
To heaven’s throne above.
My prayers have reached the heart of God.
I am resting in His love.

I give thanks to Him in everything.
My eyes are on His face.
The battle is His; the victory is mine.
He will help me win the race!

written by
Derick Whitehurst
Mayo Corr. Inst. Work Camp   FL
submitted by   Roy Hauter   MCF   St. Cloud

Wisdom

The difference between a wise man and a fool is the
wise man learns from others mistakes and a fool
learns from his own mistakes.  The wise man knows
to request or seek advice from God; we need to ask
the Lord for His help so that we’ll see situations
through His eyes and make wise choices.  Fools
know no bounds in a world so cold, so full of
pressure and pain; thinking it will change, instead it
remains the same!

written by
Leevioce Washington     MCF     St. Cloud
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The Broken Table

“What should we tell Mrs.
Johnson?” Jim asked.  “What
do you mean?” Bill responded.  “We’ll tell her the
truth.  We set some boxes on the table and the table
broke.”

“Yeah, but what if the table was worth a lot of
money?  Maybe it was an antique,” Jim went on.  “I
can just see the look on her face when we tell her.”

“Yeah, I know what you mean,” Bill responded.  “It
could have been worth a lot.  I’d rather not tell her,
either.  But we have to.  It’s the right thing to do.”

“Couldn’t we just say that we found it that way?
She’ll never know,” Jim said.  “Or maybe we could
hide the pieces.”  Even as he spoke, he knew that
telling a lie was wrong.  The look he got from Bill
confirmed it.

Jim went on, “Well, I sure wish there was a way to
get out of this.”

Jim and Bill were both juniors in high school and
were part of the Service team at their church.  Today
they were helping Mrs. Johnson get ready to move to
a seniors’ residence.  The boys had been working in
her garage.

They went into the house and found Mrs. Johnson.
“We broke one of your tables,” Bill said directly.  “It
was an accident.  We’re sorry about it.”

“Oh, that’s too bad,” she said.  “Let’s take a look.”

They boys followed her to the garage.  The fact that
she walked slowly only prolonged the time they had
to be anxious about how she would react when she
saw the table.

“There it is,” Bill said, pointing to the broken pieces
on the floor.  “We got a few boxes out of the back
corner and I guess we thought the table was strong
enough to hold them.”

“That’s okay, boys.  I hope you weren’t hurt when it
broke.”

“No, some of the pieces went flying, but we’re
okay,” said Jim.  “I’m sure glad you’re not angry
with us.”

“Oh my no!” she said.  “And besides, that old table
wasn’t much good for anything anyway.  We had an
appraiser come look at it once.  He told us it wasn’t
worth anything.  He also said that it lacked what he
called ‘structural integrity.’  It just wasn’t very
sturdy.  Even though it looked okay on the outside,
the wood was not very strong on the inside.  So we
never used it.  I don’t even know why we kept that
old table around.”

The boys were relieved to hear she wasn’t angry.
“I’m glad you boys told me the truth about what
happened,” she continued.  “Some people would have
tried to cover up something like this.  We need more
young men like you – men of integrity!”

“Thanks,” Bill replied.  “You know, we talked about
integrity at our Service Team meeting last week.  We
learned that it’s an important part of our relationship
with the Lord and with others.”

“I think you were practicing integrity too,” Jim said
to Mrs. Johnson.  “You were open and honest with us
when you told us how you really felt about that
table.”

Mrs. Johnson smiled.  “Come on in the house for
some lemonade,” she said.

Questions for personal reflection:

Why did Jim want to make up a story to tell Mrs.
Johnson?

Why did Bill think they shouldn’t?

Have you ever been in a situation like that?  What did
you do?

How could Mrs. Johnson have reacted differently to
the situation?

What happened to the relationships in this story?
Why?

Scripture references for additional study and discussion:
Psalms 26:1-5, 139:23,34; Proverbs 10:9, 11:3-5; Mark
12:14; 1 Peter 2:12

originally printed on www.12seeds.com
a publication of Prime Success Institute, Inc. /
Norm Andersen

 

12 Seeds for Successful 
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The Story of God’s Secret

“Shout the victory,” Brother Phil said.  “Shout the
victory in times of trouble!”  I thought this cat was
crazy, I mean, how could I “shout the victory” with
so much disappointment in my life.  “Come on, don’t
let him get you down.  Come on, y’all.  Alleluia!
Praise the Lord!  Thank you, Jesus!  Owwwwwww,
man, is He good.”  I’m standing there in awe.  How
could a 54 year old man be so crazy for Jesus?  I
didn’t understand, so I asked him, “Phil, how in the
world can you love Jesus the way you do?  I just have
never seen anything like this before.”  He responded,
“He done saved my life; nobody can do you like
Jesus!”

That was April 2005.  It’s been a while since then.  I
stayed in St. Cloud 4 _ months.  There were a lot of
good brothers there, but soon they started to leave.
First Louie, second Larry, third Phil, fourth Chris,
and so on.  I prayed, “Lord, why did you leave me all
alone in this place.  People I love as my own brothers
have left.”  Well, little did I know that when I got
transferred to MCF – Moose Lake what God had in
store for me.  The day I arrived was heartbreaking.
“God has moved me into a wilderness with no one
who wanted Jesus,” I thought.  Well, how I jumped
for joy when I found out that God had transferred all
but one brother to the Moose Lake, and they were all
in the same living unit.  Now tell me that ain’t God!
Well, over the course of months I have seen God
move like even I couldn’t imagine.  “Thank you,
Jesus,” I said one morning.  Phil had shown me
Revelation 19:11-16.  It said that Jesus was the Word
of God, so Jesus was God.  That was God’s name,
Jesus.  John 5:43 says, I have come in my Father’s
name.  Well, I knew a little bit of information,
enough to satisfy my thirst for the day.  Later Jesus
led me on a great spiritual journey, and it hasn’t been
the same since.  Isn’t it amazing that we serve the
same Jesus that Adam saw face to face, and Moses,
Abraham, Noah, David and many more served?  It
was awesome.  Well, over the course of many weeks
this is what He showed me.

1.  Until the time that the Word came, the Word of the
Lord tried or tested Him.  Psalms 105:19  He will kill
your flesh and you must do that first.

2.  He sends the springs, “spirit” into the valleys,
“life” which run among the hills “tests”.  Psalms
104:10  He will come after you are dead.

3.  “Christians” wait upon thee; that thou mayest
give them everything in due time.  Psalms 104:27
Wait on Jesus.

4.  Then the Lord shall “build you up”, He shall
appear in His glory.  Psalm 102:16

After learning this from the Lord, He showed me the
keys I needed to unlock heaven and give it all I had
through the Holy Spirit.  It is the glory of God to
conceal things “secrets”. Proverbs 25:2

Blessed is the Lord who maketh His ministers a
flaming fire.  Psalms 104:4  That’s it!  It wasn’t
anything I did, but what Jesus did through my
obedience.  So when times of trouble come along I
shout the victory like Peter when he was sinking in
the water – HHHHEEEELLLLPPPP!  Alleluia,
praise the Lord!  I thank you, Jesus!  Owwwwwww!
He saved my life, for that I say YES, THANK YOU!

This is dedicated to Phillip Conley.

written by
Duane Ekman     MCF     Moose Lake

The Lighthouse

There is a lighthouse on a hillside
That overlooks life’s sea
Where the ships don’t have to sway anymore
The light can be seen from anywhere on the sea
Both near and far, through the calm or rough sea
In clear skies or in a storm
The lighthouse is there to guide you home
Christ is that lighthouse
Though we may not always see it or agree
He is always there for us if we believe and trust in
Him
All He wants in return is your love
For He first loved us
So won’t you let Him guide you home?
If we choose to let Him guide us by His light
He will give us life
He has promised, if we give it all to Him
He will give you rest
Jesus is the Lighthouse

written by
Donald Ordway     MCF     St. Cloud
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The Progressive Nature of Sin -  part 1
a message adapted by John Kilpatrick –

“Who can understand his errors?  Cleanse me from
secret faults.  Keep back your servant also from
presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over
me.  Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be
innocent of the great transgression.  Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my
Redeemer.”  Psalm 19:12-14

A man’s sins are not just actions he feels bad about.
Sin has a far greater ramification than bad feelings.
When men don’t really understand the power of sin,
they are more likely to get involved in it and fail to
understand the future consequence of it.  Sin is
progressive – there are five categories of sin that are
progressive in nature.  If not dealt with quickly, sin
can snowball.

What is sin?  Sin is transgression against God and
His Word.  Some men get by with things that God
won’t let them do.  Sometimes God deals with people
about idols in their lives that seem so benign –
fishing, sporting events, leisure activities.  It was a
sport, but to that person it was a sin.  There are lists
in the Bible of things God hates, but it is difficult to
find an exact answer for this question.

I believe sin is anything that you put before God’
anything with a hold or power over you.  There are
five categories of sin and they progressively build in
your life.

ERROR

The first level or category of sin is “error”.  The
person is unaware of the fact that what he is doing
offends God.  Unintentional sin seems innocent, and I
believe to a great degree it is. How many times have
we offended God and walked away without knowing
it?  An error is something a person does but doesn’t
mean to do.  It is an error.  New believers especially
commit sin without knowing they violated God’s
Word.  Later, as their understanding and knowledge
grow, God sheds light on their error, helping them
realize their former ignorance, and it brings a new
level of responsibility to their life.

Before his salvation, my father-in-law got drunk
every weekend.  After he became a believer, he still
drank beer.  He didn’t get drunk anymore, but he still
had a beer in the evening.  My mother-in-law didn’t

condemn him; she just decided to leave it to God.
One day, after cutting the grass, he went in for a cold
beer and he heard the voice of God saying, “I’m
displeased with that.”

For my father-in-law, it was over.  As soon as God
showed him that drinking was wrong, it was over.
Before that, his drinking was an error.  God knew he
was saved and gave him time to get established.  But
then the Lord put His finger on the drinking and said,
“I don’t want you to do that anymore.”

SECRET SINS

Secret sins come in three levels.  Secret sins are those
hidden to others, as well as to the individual, but God
knows.  As long as my father-in-law was going to the
refrigerator for a beer, it was an error because he
didn’t know better.  But as soon as the Lord put
emphasis on it and showed His displeasure, then if
my father-in-law had consumed a beer, it would have
been a secret sin: trying to hide if from the Lord.  At
that point, he would be sneaking around.

Another kind of secret sins are those hidden to others,
but the person themself is aware of it, and tried to
guard the sin from being exposed.  A secret habit,
something a person knows is wrong and does in a
secret, hidden place.  They partake and indulge in this
sin in private.  Others never know about it, but God is
acquainted with the sin.

The last type of secret sins are those hidden to t he
person, but known to others.  Sins in this category
include things like pride and stubbornness.  They are
evident to others around the person, but he is not
conscious of them.  If he is prideful or has a proud
spirit, they are usually deeply ingrained and other
people know about them long before the man does
because he won’t face up to them.

Stubbornness shows itself when the man knows
something is right and has wisdom, but refuses to
change his position even though he knows it is wrong
because he doesn’t want to let his pride be offended.

Pride and stubbornness are brothers.  Many men have
wives and families that have put up with their
stubbornness for a long time.  These sins are
rebellion against God.  Other people know about
them, but they aren’t free to talk to the man about it,
or confront him because they know he will respond in
anger…
(continued in the April ’06 issue of The Open Door)
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Full Armor
an Open Door Bible study

adapted from: 12 Seeds for
Successful Relationships,
by  Norman Anderson

SEED #1 -  RESPECT
(Regard, Esteem, Honor)

Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10

Respect is regard for the existence, ideas and
opinions of other people. To respect others is to treat
them with dignity and honor. The word “respect” is
from the Latin word, respectus, which means to look
at, to regard. Regard, or consideration is a basic form
of respect. Esteem is a higher level of respect, and
honor is an even higher level of respect.

Respect involves thinking of others, having
consideration for them. It is being thoughtful of
others, treating others with respect.

Other words for Respect:
•  attention
•  consideration
•  esteem
•  deference
•  honor
•  regard

Respect: In Our Relationship with the Lord

Our relationship with the Lord is, of course, the most
important relationship we have. In relating to Him
there should be a level of respect that goes beyond
regard, beyond esteem, and beyond honor. The word
that describes this highest level of respect is: worship.
The Scripture mentions the word “worship” more
than 150 times. The dictionary defines worship as
“reverent honor, adoring reverence or regard.” This
highest level of respect should be reserved only for
the Lord.

The “fear of the Lord” in the Bible involves this high
level of respect. Someone has called the fear of the
Lord “supreme respect.” The book of Proverbs
declares that, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.” This fear of the Lord, this “supreme
respect” is not only a gateway to wisdom, but also a
growing relationship with the Lord.

And as we increasingly consider-think of- the Lord,
our respect for Him grows into ever greater worship
of Him. Our relationship with Him also grows.

We are fortunate that the Lord has regard, a form of
respect, for people. In the Old Testament He was
constantly thinking of people and interacting with
them. In the New Testament He even became human
and lived among us. When we look at the life of
Jesus, we see Him displaying consideration for
everyone. Even while suffering on the cross- for
others – He asked one of His followers to tend to the
needs of His mother.

Besides regard or consideration, the Lord also gives
even higher levels of respect to His people. He
declares, “This is the one I esteem: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit, and trembles at My word.” Is
66:2.  And also, “Those who honor Me I will honor.”
1Sa 2:30

Respect: In Our Relationships with Others

Respect is one of the most powerful positive
principles in life. Besides being a gateway to our
relationship with the Lord, respect is also a gateway
to civil relationships with others. In fact, respect
forms the basis for civility in a group and in a
society.

Respect helps meet the human need for significance.
We all want to feel important, to feel that our lives

Put on the full armor of God… Ephesians 6:11-20
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have meaning, that we count for something, When
we respect others, we remind them of these things.

Besides being the gateway to relationships, respect is
also the gateway to the practice of the other
principles of the 12 Seeds. For example, in order to
encourage someone, we first have to have some
regard for them before we are likely to say or do
anything to encourage them.

Respect is a major ingredient in the growth of
successful relationships in any family, friendship,
group, team, church, business, or community,

Symptoms and consequences…
How to Tell When Respect is Weak or Missing

In a self-centered world, showing respect for others is
often neglected or dismissed. Some people thing of
respect as just an optional nicety, or an outdated
tradition that was forced upon them by people in their
past. Others view respect as a social tactic to be used
when it serves to advance a personal agenda. The
failure of so many people to grasp the importance of
respect and to practice it regularly has brought many
tragic consequences for them and for the people
around them

Always make the other person feel important.
 ~ Dale Carnagie

The lack of respect, disrespect, is characterized by
disregard, dishonor, lack of attention, lack of esteem.
People tend to ignore one another, acting at times as
if others don’t even exist. Necessary interactions are
uneasy, stressful, even at times confrontational.
Rudeness is common. Courtesy is neglected.
Politeness is forgotten. People are inconsiderate.

Unfortunately, disrespect is a way of life for some
people. They know very little about respect. They
seldom give it; they seldom receive it. And they may
not even realize when they are disrespecting others
Even their humorous little quips and pranks may be
thoughtless and disrespectful of others.

Young people sometimes refer to disrespecting or
dishonoring a person as “dissing.” It has precipitated
individual acts of revenge and even gang retaliations.
The highway behavior known as “road rage” is
probably linked to a disrespect for other people.
Disrespect has caused marriages to break up,
friendships to dissolve, customers to never return,

churches and groups to dwindle, communities to
become cold.

Possible reasons…
Why People Fail to Respect

If respect is so important, and the lack of respect so
tragic, why don’t we give more of it? Let’s look at a
few of the possible reasons.

First of all, we are by nature, self-centered. We tend
to think first- sometimes only- of ourselves. Also, we
fail to follow our Lord’s example. We tend to watch
the world so much, with its many examples of
disrespect, that we take our eyes off the One who is
always concerned about people, always thinking of
others.

In a world that tends to degrade people , it can be
easy to regard people as insignificant. We may come
to think of them as either nuisances who get in our
way, or as tools we can use to further our own
interests.

Some people excuse themselves from giving respect
because they think that others have not yet met their
criteria for deserving or “earning” it. They may feel
that how they treat others should be dictated by the
way people behave. However, this can lead to a
downward spiral of ongoing disrespect.

There are people who, unfortunately, know more
ways to disrespect others than they know ways to
respect them. These people may never have been
taught about respect, or how to practice it. Or, they
may have been raised in, or now live in environments
where there are no consistent examples of respect
being expressed or demonstrated.

The good harvest that results…
When Respect Grows

When we respect others, it helps them feel important.
Even more essential, it reminds them that they are
important. If the Lord treated people as important and
valuable, then so should we. Respecting others can
have a dramatic and positive effect upon them, and
upon their behavior.

When respect grows, people think more highly and
more often of others. People feel cared for and loved.
It is said of William Booth, founder of the Salvation
Army, that the last word he uttered on his deathbed
was “others”.
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Overall quality of life increases when respect grows.
There is a “common courtesy” among people. People
are blessed, since respect is a pleasant thing to give
and receive.  Here’s a summary of some of the
blessings when respect grows:

•  People are reminded that they are
significant

•  A proper self- image is nourished
•  Overall quality of life improves
•  Friendships are enhanced
•  Other qualities (seeds) are able to grow
•  Relationships grow
•  Family life improves
•  Teams become more effective
•  Churches grow in size and effectiveness
•  Businesses become more people-

orientated
•  Communities flourish

And the Lord is worshipped and glorified.

To have respect for ourselves guides our morals;
and to have deference for others governs our

manners.    Laurence Sterne

Sharpen Your Sword

1. What will happen to you if
you have respect for a
command?  Proverbs 13:13

2. The Ten Commandments speak specifically about
showing honor for whom?   Exodus 20:12

3. According to Romans, what will await those who
do good? Romans 2: 10

4. Is there someone in your circle of Believers that
you should not respect?  1 Peter 2:17

5.  What does the Bible say about favoritism?
James 2:1-6

6. According to Jesus, there is a place where a
prophet is without honor. Where is that?     Matthew
13:57

7. What will the Father do for the one who serves
Jesus?  John 12:26

8. Who are the Brothers we should hold in the highest
regard?  1 Thessalonians 5: 12-13

9. How should be regard each day?  Romans 14: 5-8
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10. What are we doing when we break the Law?
Romans 2: 17-23

Practical Applications

Ways to Help Respect Grow

Prayer
Some suggestions

Dear Lord, please help me to have the highest
respect for You. Help me to worship you in my
thoughts, words, and actions.

Dear Lord, thank You for having regard for people.

Dear Lord, please help me to treat people with
dignity and respect.

Thoughts & Attitudes
Meditate on Scriptures like these…

Exodus 20: 12
Proverbs 11: 16
Romans 12:10
Romans 13: 7
Philippians 2:3
1 Peter 2:17

Affirm thoughts like these…

The Lord is great, and worthy of the highest respect!
I will worship Him!

The Lord created people, and he loves them!

People are important, including me!

Even when they may appear otherwise, people are
important!

_______________ is an important person!

I will treat ________________ with respect!
(put a person’s name in the blanks above)

Other suggestions…

Remember how the Lord respected people.
Memorize the theme verse at the start of this chapter
Think about other people.
Remember people’s names.

Words
Suggested things to say or write to others

You are important

______________, I respect your opinion

What do you think, ___________

I’ve been thinking of you

I’d like to hear your ideas on this.

I’d like to know what’s important to you.

Actions
Suggestions…

Look at the person who’s speaking.
Hold the door open for others.
Dress appropriately and respectfully.
Be on time - respecting a person’s time is respecting
them.

Discussion
For personal reflection or group consideration…

1.  What do the Scripture references in the Thoughts
and Attitudes section say about respect?

2.  Who should we respect? Why?

3.  Do I respect others? How?

4.  What can I do to show greater respect to others?

5.  What will I commit to changing or doing?

*  for more information on the 12 Seeds program by
Norm Andersen please -
visit the website at: www.12seeds.com or
e-mail at: norm@12seeds.com or
write to:1515 East 66th Street

Richfield, MN  55423
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From the Editor…
Do You Need
Encouragement?
It is truly good to be back
in this New Year 2006.
Why you might ask? Why
is it good to be back?  My
answer can only be that I
fully understand the
importance of this
ministry that the Lord has
involved you and I in for
the past three years. We
are not just a ministry. We
are all members of the Body of Christ.  We are a
family of believers. We have been adopted into
God’s family because of His great love and mercy for
us. Jesus Christ died for you and for me on the Cross.
He paid the sin debt that we are all owing. He has
become our righteousness, our Open Door to the
Father. We are valued members of The Kingdom.
Yes, The Kingdom of God is not out there
somewhere. It is here already. We are part of that
glorious Kingdom. We await the Second Coming and
Revealing of Our Glorious King, King Jesus!   Did
you hear what I said? We are adopted Sons and
Daughters, adopted Heirs of the Kingdom. We have a
long rich lineage; our Family began with Adam and
Eve.  Among countless saints,,  Abraham, Jacob,
Isaac, Joseph, Moses…Jesus… all are our Brothers.
Rebekkah, Myriam and Mary are  among our Sisters.
You and I are part of a family that goes back a long
ways. What they’ve done and how they’ve done it is
well documented in the Bible, the Greatest Story of
God’s affairs with his family members. We here,
involved in this ministry are a integral and valued
part of this great extended family, the great “cloud of
witnesses” which our Brother Paul talks about in
Hebrews 12:1.

How do big families like ours get along and stick
together through the thick and thin of life?  I believe
that we’ve done it and will continue to do it through
encouragement.

I know that you’re familiar with this word,
“encouragement”.  So stop for a brief moment right
now…think about a time when you were encouraged.
Remember it and then recall who encouraged you
and why?  My answer will be different from yours,
but the reasons for the encouragement will be similar.

Did you say something like you were feeling really
low, or inadequate, or dumber than usual, or
confused, or just in plain trouble?  Maybe you
messed something up really bad.  I’ve done that.
What did I need at that moment? I didn’t need to
hear… “I told you so”,  or jeering or laughter.

So this word, “Encouragement”, if you consult
Webster’s means several things: “to inspire with
courage, spirit of hope”…”to spur on”…”to
stimulate”…to give help or patronage to”.

First off, let it be known that Jesus Christ is the
Great Encourager.  Recall that our Brothers, the
Apostles, were on the frontlines of a new hope. They
really needed encouragement! So, when Jesus arose
from the dead, He remained for forty days to show
the disciples that what He had said would come to
pass, and did come to pass, although they may have
had something else in mind initially. His resurrection
was the direct hope link that was given to them and to
us …those who believe, trust in, obey and follow
Him. He is the Spirit of Hope.

Without Christ Jesus, what hope is there in this
world?

When I have needed encouragement, for whatever
reason, the thing that usually needed to be dealt with
was my fear of something.  Fear paralyzes, while just
a word of “It’s Ok, don’t worry about it” type of talk
can make all the difference.  This is especially true in
instances where the person who is doing the
encouraging is someone who you have been in
relationship with. You know that person cares about
you, and loves you, even when the chips are down.
They are friends through thick and thin and till the
end.

“Peace be with you…Why are you troubled and why
do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and
feet. It is I myself.”  (Luke 24:36-39) Oh, those
words must have been like a healing salve or balm to
the fearful hearts of the disciples as they were
together, hiding from the authorities after Christ’s
death.  Jesus’ words to them were peace, hope, and
courage to help them face anything that came along.
Do His words have the same effect for you today?

Jesus. No greater friend has ever existed or will ever
exist.

What kind of encouragement do you need today?  Do
you need to know for sure that you have or can be
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forgiven of some horrible sin?  Do you need to know
that there is someone who loves you, who cares about
you?  Do you need the assurance that you will
survive a bad mistake? Do you need to know that
your life has real purpose right here and right now no
matter what the circumstances?

When I’m in need of encouragement, a couple of
things are surely helpful. One is a smile, another is
the Word.  I need to hear from other people, and that
includes the Holy Spirit who should be at the top of
the list.  I need to hear the Word, the Word made
flesh, who came to love me with an unwavering,
unselfish love.  I need to hear the Word, paraphrased
by my friends and family, as well as being spoken to
me as Jesus himself would speak peace to me, and
self worth to me, and the sense of being forever a
family member in God’s Kingdom.  I need the Spirit
to console me and turn me in the right direction, in
the direction that I need. That direction can come
from the Spirit within me, and from the Spirit within
each and every one of you.

Encouragement is something that we all need.  Grace
is something that we needed most of all, and Jesus
knew that. He knew we were lost in sin, and held in
bondage to sin.  He chose to lay down His life…to
lay down His life to open a way, a way that we could
choose, that we might be free from that bondage.  We
would be free…free to choose Him, and His ways.
In The Open Door, we are free to do just that. Free to
speak and free to encourage, free to speak His truths.

Before I go, I would like to commend all of you.
This past year has been another exciting year of
encouragement …encouragement from you Brothers
and Sisters.  Be assured, that your testimonies,
articles and artwork are the result of the power of the
Spirit at work in your lives and in this ministry. You
are supporting each other, verifying, assuring, and
spurring one another on.  Your personal letters to us
are also true blessings and the encouragement that we
need.   As Paul aptly put it in Romans 1:12,  we have
been “mutually encouraged”.

I hope and pray that you will continue to work at
being an encourager this year.  The One within you
needs to be allowed to shine through as we seek to
enthrone Christ in our lives and dethrone self.  I
know that God has shown us much grace and mercy
for so many things when we didn’t deserve it. So, be
like minded. Encourage. Look around. Do you see
him/her?  Go to them.  Make it a point to lift
someone up, or put someone at ease with that word of

hope, help, inspiration, and love.  We need each other
as we stand firm together in the faith.

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care,
serving as overseers, not because you must, but
because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not
greedy for money, but eager to serve, not lording it
over those entrusted to you, but being examples to
the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory that will never
fade away…

Humble yourselves therefore under God’s mighty
hand, that He may lift you up in due time. Cast all
your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.  Be
self- controlled (Christ enthroned) and alert. Your
enemy the devil prowls about like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing
firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers
and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the
same kind of sufferings.

And the God of all grace (unmerited favor), who
called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you
and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To Him be
the power for ever and ever.  Amen.”

…I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and
testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand
fast in it.”  (1 Peter: 5: 2-12)


