The Open Door

| tell you the truth...I am the door for the sheep...
Whoever enters through me will be saved...

John 10:7, 8

February 2006

Preacher’s Corner

an Open Door column
by Roy Hauter

Greetingsin the Name of our
Lord and Savior!

May the peaceof God be uponyou, and His perfect
love be shining in and around your life.

First of all I'd like to say “Thank you” to everyone
for your prayerswhen my healthtook a turn for the
worse in late December. It's amazing how fast
healingcan comeforth with the petitioning prayers
from our brothersandsistersin the Lord. Blessyou
all! I'm doing much better these days.

I'd like to sharewith you what I've learnedandam
learning facing tragediessuch as health issues,
financial crushesand evenlosing a loved one. The
natural questionaskedis, “Why? Why did this
happento me? Why did it happenthis way? Why
now?”

Job struggledwith questionsof “why” ashe tried to
makesenseof his suffering(Job7:20-21). But sodid
Jesus'discipleswhen they askedJesuswhen they
cameuponthe manbornblind at birth, “Who sinned,
Teacher? This man or his parents?”(John 9:1-2)
They were askingin the senseof causality— what
wasthe reasonfor his blindness. They assumedhat
somehow sin must have been involved.

Yet on anotherlevel, the disciples were asking,
“Why” in the senseof purpose. What was the

significanceof the man’sblindness? In reply, Jesus
borrowed an answerfrom Job. He assuredHis

disciplesthat throughthis man’s blindnessthe glory

of God’'s work would be madeevident(John9:3-5).

Then He fulfilled that claim by healingthe manon

both a physical and a spiritual level.

Jobtoo eventuallyrealizedthe awesomeGlory and
Graceof God asa resultof his suffering(Job42:1-6).
That should offer some comfort to those of us (not
just me). But to thoseof us who face seemingly
senselesdragedyin our lives the pain is real and
must not be denied. But somedaywe will seethe
Glory of God, evenin the thingsthat we suffer. We
are assuredof this throughthis history of Job and
Jesus. We know it to be Truth. Amen.

So our answerto our question,“why?”... God may
not explain everything, nor are we capable of
understandingeverything He has told us, yet He
assuresus that His “whys” are just and righteous.
The just shall live by faith. (Hab. 2:4) This truth
appliesuniversally,as Paul spokeof many othersas
well — Romansl:17, Galatians3:11, Hebrews10:38.
In the end, the ultimate answerto the questionis,
“Trust in God”. Then, as you face your darkest
moment, in times of great loss or fear of the
unknown,Godwould haveus pursueinsightandself-
examination. We can harnessour thoughtsand
feelingsmuchbetterwhenwe simply trustin Him as
our Heavenly Father.

You see,we all can learn many things in our
affliction, if we continueto trustin the Lord. He
knowsmy heartandwill not give memorethanl can
handle. When Satanattacksone of God’s servants
with diseasetorment, or deathin our families, to
Whom shouldwe turn? To whom shouldwe look in
atime of tragedyandtesting? Jesusares. That'sthe
blessingfor me. God knowsI'll withstandthe test,
andso canyou, no matterwhat you're facing, either
now or in the future. Justtrustin Him. He said,“l
will neverleaveyou or forsakeyou.” (Joshual:5) Do
you believe — or do you doubt? Doubt pushes
healing away and prevents God from doing His
healingin us. Trust, trust, trust and rely on your
faith.

God bless you all. | love you all.



An Undeniable Truth

As | watchthe snowflakesfall from the sky
It makesmethink of the Master'seyes.

Watchingusall from the beginningof creation
All of usuniquewithout duplication.

It is humblingto think thatwe eacharesorare
Fortheworld’s sins,God His Sondid not spare.

Whatanactof love; | couldn’t evenimagine
Evenwith our problems,
He givesusHis powerandmight
That'show importantyou are,so preciousin His sight.

If you trustHim with all your problems
He will showlove, graceandyou canfinally rest.

His Word is all truth, in it thereareno lies
ReceiveHim as yourSaviorandyou will neverdie.

written by

Donald Ordway MCF  St. Cloud
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Thank You, Jesus

Hello, dear Brothersand Sistersin Christ. | was
inspiredto write this from JesusChrist, from myself
to you, through the Spirit.

Throughoutthe day | talk to Jesusaboutsomevery
deep,personalissues. We talk on all sortsof things.
Lately, I've thankedHim for manydifferentthings:a
great supporting cast of Brothers, ranging from
BrothersPhil and Chuck, my Mom, my girlfriend,
perfect peace,joy, no worries or problems,great,
awesomeand powerful services,and of coursethe
“blow theroof off the house”awesomeGospelchoir.
We all call ourselvesSavedby Grace becausewe
truly are savedby Grace. We are a greatbunch of
guysthatjust truly blow awaythosethathearuswith
our powerful voices. When we have practice or
worship we bring it and some more. There’'s
laughing, clapping,dancing,shouting,grooving and
soul soothing, “must give it your all” type of music.

I know that my lastday herewill be a sadyet joyful
andpowerfulday. I'm gonnabe leavingthe greatest
placeon earth. The oneplacethat savedmy life and
showedme who Jesusreally is and how cool He is.
Moose Lake may not be your idea of the perfect
vacation, but it was my perfect spot to say, “I'm
done.” | got saved,found Jesusgot to know Jesus
and His power. WOW! What power! Enoughto
breakyou andmakeyou. Man, if only you could see
what | see. It would definitely changeyour mind
aboutChristandHis power. | hadto tell myselfthis,
“If you carefor someonethere’salwaysroom for
change.” And isn't that the truth? Philippians3:13
says,Forgetthe pastand strive towardsthe future. |
canonly do thatthrough Christ who strengthensne.
Philippians4:13. And boy, havel donethat. Man, if
peopleonly knew me beforel met Christ. They
would be absolutelyblown away by what Jesushas
done. Amen, Amen, Amen!

Thankyou, Jesusfor this paperandthe wordsto put
onit. I've seenmiraclesin everythingfrom fractured
skulls to Hep. C to STD’s while beinglockedup. |

love you so muchthatwordscould not explain. Only
You could setthis peaceof dirt free. Flying high, on
eagle’'swings, runningfasterthanhorsesandhaving
a peacethat surpassesll understandinggomesfrom
You, Christ. Thankyou so much,Jesus.With all of
my heartl cry andthankYou with tearsof joy that
You mademe complete. Jesus,You could heal all
sorts of people and now You're living in ME!

WOW! Now that's one POWERFUL combination!



Oh, sweet,sweetJesus, thankYou for Your love.
Thankyou so much. Thank You. Owwwwwww!

Comeon, Jesus! Give me Your strengthand more of
Your tenderlove and care, You greatbig Lug of
Love! Thanks,man, for hearingmy cries, prayers
andthanks,laughter,sorrowsand praises,struggles,
joys and hurts. | haveno one elselike You, who
takesa genuineinterestin my welfare — how I'm

doing andhow I'm feeling (Philippians2:20). Truly

| do cry out to you, Jesus. Truly | do.

written by

Duane Ekman MCF Moose Lake

Rewarded by Grace

All at once the sky grows black as night

Time stands still in the midst of this sight

A roaring sound thunders from heaven above
The voice of judgment soars like a dove.

Many try to understand — just how and why?
Others rejoice as they begin to cry

Today is the day which we've longed for
Prophesy fulfilled as when the curtain tore.

Before our Savior, a Book of Life in hand

Ready to lead His faithful into the Promised Land
Our reward is here, now and forever by Grace
The fight is over, we've won the race

Now I'm walking on streets of gold

Every promise kept in the Scriptures He told
Celebrating in song the saints ring clear

No longer will we have to worry or fear.

This is the day | pray comes soon

The one which my heart-sings its tune

See, | trust His Holy Word as law

Yet others will perish doubting all they'd saw.

written by

Chris Malz MCF St. Cloud
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the editor and will be published in the order they
are received and as space allows.

Words From
Within
an Open Door column by
Scott Duffy-Koltes

The last year has beenwonderful. M /
It's beenfull of joy andexcitement,

such as; marriage, home, career, and ministry.
Through it all God has been at the forefront of
everything.Colleenand | have soughtHis blessing
and guidance in everything we've done.

The opportunity to live the words and to earnthe
trust tentativelygiven hasbeengratefully accepted|
was ableto build the foundationwhile in prisonand
I've beenable to demonstratehe strengthof that
foundationthrough consistentoehavior.What | say
andwhat| do match.Thatis unspeakablgoy. There
are no words that can truly describethe joy of
authenticity.Join me there and you too will know
what | mean.

Matthew 6:33 hasbeenmy verseto standon. God
hasmorethan met the promisethat verseoffers. It's
not the materialthings...thoughthey havea level of
importancein how people“do” life. No, it's been
more of the sinceredesireof othersto seeme and
their stronginterestin how or what| am doing. The

level of care and interest in me touches my very core.

You see,once | was a drug addict and a thief,
condemnedby society for my reckless, selfish,
hurtful acts.Peopledied aroundme, peaceand trust
were crushedby my actions.Yet JesusChrist raised
me up becauseof my faithful declarationof Him as
my Lord and Savior.| turnedmy backon the evil |

wantedto commitwhile in prisonandreachedout to
the unlovable people of prison society.

Outreach Chairpersonfor Watchmen Ministries,
Scott Duffy-Koltes. While I've soughtopportunities
to proclaimthe goodnes®f the gospelmessage, did

not seekto exalt myself, yet God exaltedme to a
position of trust becauseof my faithfulness.His

calling on my life is not basedon what| feel | can
accomplishjnsteadHe will qualify me for the calling

He’s given me. All | haveto do is be obedientand
willing. What joy thereis in this freedom| know

now. To have the obsessionof drugs and alcohol
removedfrom my life, to haverelationshipsrestored,
to be ableto pay my bills...evenmorethanthat...to
want to pay my bhills.



That's probablynot enoughbraggingaboutGod and
His faithfulness,mercy,andgrace.We needto move
from testimonyto teachingthoughsothat| canshare
my amazemenbf God with all of you throughthe
transformingWord...the gospel of JesusChrist as
revealedto the churchin EphesusSpecifically we'll

look at Ephesiangt:17 - 32. I'll be sharingfrom the
NKJV MacArthur Study Bible. The book of
Ephesiands New Testamenteachingcoupledwith

practical application. Paul spent the first three
chaptersteachingthe gospel and now begins to
encouragepracticalapplication.He talks aboutunity
andspiritual gifts andwe join in with him ashetalks
about the “new man.”

Look at versel7 andthe word “walk.” The footnote
saysthat “walk” expressedaily conduct. So our
walk becomesew, we no longer “do life” the way
we usedto. Our thoughtsand words change,our
interestschangeaswe allow God to changeus. Paul
amplifiesthatin verse1l8 and 19, contrastinga life
transformedby God to one alienatedfrom God.
Verse 19 also usesthe phrase (that MacArthur
highlights) “being past feeling” that suggestsa
hardenedheart,an apathy(MacArthur) aboutmoral
and spiritual things. Thereis a predominantack of
moral restraint. Contrastthat with the Holy Spirit's
restraining influence and God’s daily grace.

In verses20 through 24 salvationis describedby

threewordsilluminatedin MacArthur's commentary.
They are, learned...heard...taughteach one
referencingthe truth foundin JesusLook at Romans
12:1-2to get a different take on this. Paul explains
this “new man” in a slightly different way but it

meansthe samething. Our belief in JesusChristand
our acceptancef Him asRuler, Author, and Finisher
of our lives changeaisin a way thatwe could not do

on our own.

Verses25 through 32 instructus on how to live our
lives in harmonywith eachotherandwith God. Take
time to look up lying, anger,wrath. Think about
what it meansto steal(it's not just money), define
corruptfor yourself,and pray for God’s wisdomand
understanding regarding these words.

MacArthur addressegrieving the Holy Spirit in a
way that has openedmy eyes so, rather than my
interpretation, will give you MacArthur’s verbatim.
“God is grievedwhen His childrenrefuseto change
the old ways of sin for thoserighteousways of the
new life. It shouldbe notedthat suchresponsedy
the Holy Spirit indicate He is a person.”Paul ends

chapter4 by admonishingus to, “be kind to one
anothertenderheartedprgiving oneanother gvenas
God in Christ forgave you.”

Father,thank You for countingall who chooseto

believein You asdearchildren...lovedandforgiven.
We come to You broken and hurt, seekingYour
protectionand care. Thank You for Your healing
touch and protection.Thank You for the restoration
of our lives and our souls.We askthat You give us
eyesto seethe hurts of the world as You seethem.
Give us the heartof Jesusto reachout to othersin

need.Give us understandingso that we can bring
Your wisdom and knowledgeagainstevery problem
the world would presentWe alsoask Your careand
protectionfor our families andfriends Fatheras You

perfect Your will in us and restorethe yearsthe
locusts have eaten.Thank You for the time and
resourcego sharethe transformingwisdom of Your

word. In the mighty name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Pleaseremembelthat you canwrite to mein careof
Watchmen Ministries with any questions or
commentsyou may have. And the Bible fund for
study Bibles grows if you have needfor our help.
‘Till next time...

Led by the Spirit

Being“led by the Spirit”. Whatdoesthatmean? For
me personallyit meansthat| let myselfbeled in the
footstepsof Jesus. | surrendemyselftotally anddo
asthe Spirit bids. To do anythinglesswould not be
living in the Word. And thatis a hardrow to hoe. |
believenow thatit is easierto live by the Word and
with the Word than to fight and resist. | am
incarceratedecausd resistedthe call of the Spirit. |
choseto ignoremy Savior'scall to righteousnesand
| lived a sinful life. Doing thathascostmeall of my
worldly riches,including my family. But now that |
havesoftenedny heartandhumbledmyself| seethat
| needto start putting my richesin heavenand not
here. Thelife | onceled would haveendedin death
andhellfire for all eternity. But now thatl live in the
Word, by the Word andfor the Word, and| havethe
promiseof eternallife with God in heaven,| know
wheremy treasuredie. | alsohavethe “roadmap”to
helpmealongtheway. Do asthe Bible saysandyou
too canlive with the Word, by the Word andfor the

Word. God bless each and every one who reads this.

written by

Rick Jones MCF St. Cloud



The Answer

Contemplation causes
frustration over the
dilemma of the
situation.

It's on my mind
all of the time, and
| come to the
conclusion that my
life has been an illusion.

What to do? and
How to act? there
is only one place
| can turn for an
answer to that...
God's loving grace.

Search Him out and
have no doubt that
He loves you, even
if you sin, so
put on a grin and
live your life with Him!

written by
Rick Jones MCF St. Cloud

Thoughts

Your thoughts will take you somewhere;
Do you know where that might be?
Are you going where you should not go?
Seeing things you should not see?

Every thought affects us;
Our emotions and evil desires.
Good or bad, our every thought

Will hinder or inspire.

The thoughts a man thinks in his heart —
So will that man be.
Think about that principle,
And about your destiny.

Renew your mind! It's time for change!
Put joy back in your soul.
Concentrate on God and good,
And He will make you whole.

written by
Willie Harrison, Jr. Pontiac Corr. Ctr. IL
submitted by Roy Hauter MCF St. Cloud

Mi Vida Loca

Sin todo aqui me encuentroencerradoen mi celda
otravez quisieraqueel TiempoVolara, perocadadia
parece un mez.

De la vida queyo llevaba,no esfacil olvidar Rolando
y poriando un cuento de nuncaacabaryo ya ni

dormiano sabiadescansar.Yo ye no erael mismola

droga me empez06 a controlar.

Pensalaque andalabien puesya no temiaa quien
rolar, desdequeerayo un charalonenla klicka mela
empecé a rifar,

A muchagenteyo golpie a muchagente lastime
porque escogi ese camino, hasta ahorita no lo se.

Muchadrogayo fumey todaclasede drogayo probé
parami eraalgo natural,nuncala nege,de muchas
cosas Yy hasta la muerte me salve.

Pensalague era suerte,pero ahorame doy cuenta
pargue,Diosito siempreme a cuidado, parami el
tiene algo planeadoya muchosanosyo eh gastado,
ya estoy muy cansado! Otra chansael me a dado
Dios a la Gloria me hallamado,de aqui en adelante
su nombre sera alabado.

El Tiempo pasay pasano hay masque recordarde
las cosasmalasqueyo hice nuncalas podrécambiar
mi pasado es algo feo y segun yo era puro dis frutar,

Machos crimenesyo eh hecho pero nomasunos
cuantostuve que pagar. A muchascarcelesy
prisiones yo fue a dar.

Seatomadoun buenrato, parapoderyo razonares
obio que otro camino, tengo que tomar.

Con Jesucristaa mi lado cualquierobstaculo,podré
yo alcanzar. Tengoquehacerlo bueno,parael cielo
poder llegar.

El no me dejara solo, el siempre me va acompanar,

Se acabaroros diastristes,se acabaroros diasde
sonar.

Una vida nueva con Jesucristo voy a empezar.
La Vida Loca de este convicto aqui va terminar.

written by
Javier Esquivel MCF St Cloud



It's All Real

Soonas| wakeup | am on stagebeing watchedby
Godto seeif | will praiseHim, God, for sendingHis
Son Jesusto die for my sins, or will | be worldly
again! | know, I've done more wrong than right.
Thankyou, Lord, for keepingme in Your sight. |
haveevenbeenout of control, but now I'm a living
miracle. The things which happenedto me have
actuallyturnedout for the furtheranceof the Gospel!
God can transforma tragedyinto a triumph. By
gracel havebeensaved, startedwith anendingand
my finish is God’s beginning. | owe God much for
enablingme to seetheseeventswith new eyes. I'm
too undeservingf God's grace,andnow | know that
God’s graceis for the undeserving. I'm helping
others to understandthat God’s salvation is for
sinnersonly andthatincludesall of us. That'swhat
makesGod’s graceso amazing! Whenl tell you the
Truth, you don’t wantto receiveit. If | told youalie,
you would believe it.It's all real...

written by
Leevoice Washington MCF

e

The Power of Choice

St. Cloud

Oneof the mostimportantaspectf our humanness
is having the powerto choose. Our loving Creator
hasallowed us to choosethe “world” in which we

live. If we chooseto love in thought,word anddeed,

we createa loving atmospherearoundus. If we

choosethoughtsor actionsof ill will, thesequalities

will fill the atmosphere we inhabit.

Having free will meansbeing able to chooseanew.
Our old choicesare not permanenthfixed. Through
new choices,the pastcan be healed,and pain and
suffering can be released from our lives.

Even when we cannotchooseour outer conditions,
we can still choosehow we will respondto them.
This is the ultimate freedom. By choosingto see
every situationas contributingto our highestgood,
we can transform even the most difficult
circumstances into blessings.

written by
Arthur Brown Arizona State Prison Complex
submitted by Roy Hauter MCF St. Cloud

Now I'm Addicted to Jesus

Everythingin life | hador owned
Drugstook themall from me

But thisLiving Godthatsparedmy life
| prayto uponmy knees.

Backthenl hatedthelife | lived,

I'd lost all self-respect!
And thoseall nearanddearto me
Werethe onesl did neglect.

| wassoin love with this dangerousirug
| gaveup on myself!

Therewereonly two outsthat| could sense
Confinedto jail or death.

Misusingall thoseGod gaveto me,

| turnedmy backon family andfriends!
My heartbecamehis block of ice

My schemingusthadno end.

The thingsl did, thelies| told

Noneof thatl could retract!

| becamea slavein Satan’scamp
Addicted| wasto crack.

Everythingin life thatwasn’t naileddown,
| stoleandeventuallysold!
And for a hit of crackcocaine,

| would havesold my soul!

The womammy God gaveto me
Would shakeher headandnod!

I knew | wasdestroyingherinnocentlife
Mired in troublel prayedto God

Now today!| sit aloneat times,

Just reminiscingon the past.
ThroughJesusny decision’smadeby God
With Him this life will everlast.
Thisliving God| serveis real,

He dwellsinsidethis heart!

And nolongeraml| a slaveto sin
Fromthis crackl’'ve now departed.
Now thatI've foundthelove of God,

| shan’tagaingo back!

God will supplythetools| need

To fight this addictionto crack

I now rebukethis Princeof Darkness
In theNameof my Lord, my Christ
Give backto meall thatyou stole

My life now belongsto Christ

And nowl| amasoldierof the Lord;

| fight His battleseveryday.

He nowcontrolsthelife | live;

The Lorddirectsmy way...
Crack’snameis failure: Satanfor short
The Fatheof lies andsin

But nowI'm addictedto Jesus

My Father,my Lord, my Friend.

written by

Willie Patterson MCF  Faribault



Lost and Found

an Open Doorcolumn by
Ron Luff R.C.l. Ohio

Cain or Abel
“Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him” (Isa. 53: 10)

Cainwasa tiller of the field; while Abel tendedthe
flocks. To the mythologist, this could appear
significant; in that agrarianculturesand nomadic,
herding, cultures have generally viewed God

differently. For the agrariansociety,the chief deity

was often seenasfemale;whereamongthe nomads,
God was typically viewed as male. From this

perspectiveit could be arguedthat the conflict

betweenCainandAbel wasa battle betweernviews of

God. And aswe seefrom the account,Abel became
the first martyr for the male view of God.

However,the bible is not a book of mythology, and
thoughit seemgo representzod asexclusivelymale
— God clearly transcendgheseimages. As Moses
gavethe peoplewarningbeforethey crossednto the
PromiselLand, he said: “Beware lest you become
corrupt by making for yourselves[to worship] a

gravenimagein the form of any figure, the likeness
of male or female,” (Deut. 4: 16, AMP). No graven
imageevertook form but thatit first existedwithin

the heartandmind of man. The gravenidol worship
that plaguedthe peopleof the O.T. was merely the
outwardexpressiorof a corruptinward nature. The
Lord revealecthis to Ezekiel, stating: “Son of man,
hast thou seenwhat the ancientsof the house of

Israel do in the dark, everymanin the chambersof
his imagery? For they say the Lord seethus not”

(Eze. 8: 12).

We all practiceidolatry of someform andthat’s why

Paulwarnsusto castdown “imaginations, and every
high thing that exaltethitself againstthe knowledge
of God, and bringing into captivity everythoughtto

the obedienceof Christ” (Il Cor. 10:5). Man hasa
fallen nature — a nature that seemsto vacillate,
through history, from moments of enlightened
obedienceto God'’s lead, to times of suchdepravity
“that everyimaginationof the thoughtsof his heart
was only evil continually” (Gen.6: 5). And the

conflict between Cain and Abel is recordedto
illustrate that spiritual struggle we all share.

As atiller of thefield, Cainwasa rootedindividual —
rootedin the soil for his livelihood, sustenancend
personalidentity. Abel, on the other hand,was a
travelingman— a nomad,pursuingthe next grove of
greenpastureto provide the unendingneedof his
flock. Abel lacked a senseof home— he was a
sojourner,meaningthat he was nevera permanent
residentanywhere. He stoppedfor periodsof time
and even most likely returnedto a home base of
sorts,on a seasonabasis— but helived in atentand
likely had little usefor a permanentdwelling. By
occupation,Cain becamerootedin this world, while
Abel merely sojournedthroughit. Cain represents
the ideaof investingin this life’s permanency- but
for Abel, this life wasmerelyatemporarystopoveno
an inheritance not acquired until it ends.

As we know from the account,Cain slew his brother
out of jealousy— Abel's offering was acceptedby

God, while Cain’swasnot. Somehavesuggestedt

was the items they brought to the altar that
determinedacceptanc®r rejectionfrom God. Cain
brought“fruit of the ground” and Abel volunteered
oneof the“firstlings of his flock” (Gen.4: 3-4). But

though a firstborn lamb might seemto be a more
acceptableoffering, within the theme of biblical

sacrifices, the pervading messageof what God
desires from man is a matter closer to the heart.

“To what purposeis the multitude of your sacrifices
unto me? saith the Lord: | am full of the burnt
offerings of rams, and the fat of the fed beasts...”
(Isa. 1: 11). Isaiah then continueswith God'’s
disapprovalover the offerings broughtbefore Him.
David pleads not with burnt offerings, but with
genuinecontrition as he declareshis sin before God
in Ps.51: 4. Then, in verse 17 he confidently
declaresThe sacrificesof God are a brokenspirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise.”

And evenmore,we find that God dwells within such
an offering — He lives on high, in eternity, yet “with
him alsothatis of a contrite and humblespirit.” Our
Maker doesthis “to revive the spirit of the humble,
andto revivethe heart of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:
15). As our Savior said, the “poor in spirit” will
inherit the Kingdom — the “pure in heart” shall see
God (Matt. 5: 3, 8).



The history of the bible is recorded for our

admonition— as examplesto instruct us and reveal
our frailty ashumanbeings(l Cor. 10: 11-13). Our
heavenlyFatherdesiresso muchfor us; but we must
be tested,like clay vesselsin the kiln, to make us
fitting for suchglory. Cainwasattiller of the soil —

he setsthe exampleof one who builds his home,in

this life, bringing no acceptableoffering of a heart
thirsting for the promiseof eternity with God. He

lackedcontritionin that he held little esteemfor the
thingsof God — andwhat beganasa lacking became
a loss of countenanceand open rebellion against
God.

Our heavenlyFatherknows what we needand His
blessedSon cameto provide the meansnecessaryo
make it possible. The Hebrew word translatedas
contrite, in Ps.51: 17 cited above,is the sameword
translatedas bruiseg in Isa. 53: 10, stating:“Yet it
pleasedthe Lord to bruise him” (crushhim, make
him contrite). This is propheticreferenceto the
crucifixion of JesuswhenHe did “make his soul an
offering for sin” — a contrite offering that God wilt
not despise. Jesusprovidesthe habitationof heart
where we might dwell with God.

But Jesus, typified by

Abel, wasa shepherd(Jn.

10: 11). As a sojourner,
He had no permanent
place to lay His head
(Matt. 8: 20), His kinsmen
were not linked by blood,

but by likenessof heart
(Matt. 3: 31-35) and His

Kingdom was not of this

world (Jn.18: 36). Cain

was born first, andthen Abel; just as Esauwasfirst,
then Jacob,Ishmaeland then Isaac...weare born
flesh, first and then spiritually, Our promise of
eternallife was assured‘before the world began”
(Titus 1: 2) — but our consciousawarenessf it must
inevitably be precededby our presencdn this life.

This is why the patternis so persistentin scripture
that the firstborn (accordingto the flesh) is not the
holder of eternal promise. Becausewe’re only
consciousof the world andits genealogies- but in
God'’s reality, Jesus“is the firstborn of every
creature” (Col. 1: 15).

We canall acceptthis, becausesod’s Word tells us
so— but whatdoesit meanandhow deepdoesit go?
Paul boldly declared“l am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless$ live; yetnot I, but Christ that liveth in

me” (Gal. 2: 20). Paul'slife had becomethat of a
sojourner,as David's waswhile pleading:“Hear my
prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry: hold not
thy peaceat mytearsfor | ama strangerwith Thee,
and a sojourner” (Ps.39: 12). Peterurgesus“as

strangersand pilgrims” (I Pet.2: 11) to abstainfrom

the temporaryenticementf this life — and hunger
not after the mere pottageof this world’s gain, as
Esaudid, atthe costof a greaterinheritancg(Gen.25:

29 — 34).

This is not to say, as the old adagegoes,that we

shouldbe so heavenlymindedwe’re no earthly good.
But in eachday we live, let us do sowith our eyeon

the prize, settling not for the allure of this present
world’s pangings- nor becomerebelliousagainstthe

contrition madepossiblethroughthe crossof Jesus.
After the murderof his brotherAbel (the possessoof

God’sacceptance)Cainwassentto wander. He was
exiledto a stateof Nod, a placewhichis no place—a

wanderingwithout end. Like the scapegoafLev. 16:

10), Cain wasladenwith his own sin, unableto rest,
havingforsakenhis lastinginheritancefor that desire
that lasts only a season.

Life comesat us with every form of temptationand
distraction— but prideis at the baseof themall. C.S.
Lewis called it the Great Sin, for from it stemsall
others. We're temptedto determineour own destiny
andto do it our way. But it's herethat our Savior
setsthe supremeexample,while enablingus in our
infirmity aswell. Jesuswvasthe Kenosisof God—the
reducing,or emptyingof Himself into a meremortal
manof flesh andblood for the purposeof sufferinga
human death (Phlp. 2: 6-8).

Wordsfail to describewhat Jesusaccomplishedipon
the crossandyet eventhatis not the sumof what He
did. Theofferingfor sin (Isa.53: 10) thatHe became
uponthe cross,wasmadepossibleonly by way of the
perfectlife He lived — “For he hath madehim to be
sin for us, who knewno sin; that we might be made
therighteousnessf Godin him” (Il Cor.5:21). The
deathJesusndureduponthe crosswasthe climax to
a myriad of choicesHe’d madethe whole of His life.
Nowheredo we find Jesudiving His own life; rather,
He states’| camedownfrom heavennotto do mine
ownwill, butthewill of himthatsentme” (Jn.6: 38).
Evenat the carefreeageof 12 we find Jesussaying
“wist ye not that | must be about my Father’s
business?’(Lk. 2: 49). And nearthe endof His life
whenHe “set his faceto go to Jerusalen(Lk. 9: 51),
it was throughthe exerciseof a commitmentHe'd
practicedall of His life. PraiseGod sucha perfect



life was walked in order to make possible the
promises of God to us!

Theaccountof CainandAbel is not anadvertisement
for sheepherding, over the noble profession of
raisingwheat. It's aboutthe strugglewe endureasto
how we should view and value this life. To the
atheist,this life is all we have. But asChristians this
life hasvalueonly in thatit is a gift from God. And
it is a temporaryresidence- our permanenthome
comes not in the here and now, but in the hereafter.

Whether we see

ourselvesas farmers

or factory workers,

secretaries or

statesmen, truck

drivers or pro ball

players, we should

hold fast to the

perceptionthat first

and foremostwe are

the preciouschild-ren

of God. We are heirs

to His eternal

Kingdom and, as Peteron the water, our eyesareto
remainfixed on Him. And by doingso-— “all these
things shall be added unto yo(Matt. 6: 33).

Where Johnwrote; “the Word was madeflesh, and
dwelt amongus” (John1: 14); the word “dwelt”

literally meansto encampsetup a tent. The Word
sojourned with man, as exampleof what this life
truly is. Temporary. Throughthe prophetlsaiah,
God declares: The heavenis my throne, and the
earthis myfootstool:whereis the housethat ye build
untome? and whereis the place of myrest?" Then
He identifiesHis guest,stating:“but to this manwill

| look, evento him that is poor and of a contrite
spirit, and trembleth at my wordlsa. 66: 1-2).

Where else would Jesusgo to “prepare a place”

(John14: 2) for usin the houseof God? He is the
Husbandof the churchand mustgo build the house
whereHis betrothedwill dwell. Our Saviorcameto

give us abundantife (John10:10)— anabundancef

life thatcanbe enjoyedevennow, in this life, solong
aswe don't hold too tightly to it. Thetighterwe hold
to this life andits earthlycares the moredistantLife,

itself, seems- andthe morewe standin disconteniof

that permanenthome He's making in our heart (Il

Cor. 5:1).

Cain’s idolatry got in the way and his countenance
fell. He knew how to do better, but he cameto
believethatthis life, andthe goodshe’d gleanedrom
it, werehis own. Thetruth he sadlymissedis thatto
live this life to the fullest, is only possibleby living
eachday — for God. And his depravedperception
eclipsedthe only possibility he, or any of us ever
have,of living life to the fullest. Becausats fullness
is found only in the recognitionof life’s limits. A
fullnessnot foundin our earthlyinvestments- butin
the investment of Jesus, in us.

How to Have a Life-Changin
Relationship with God

1. Believe and acknowledge that Jesus
Christ is God as He claimed to be.
(John 11:25-27 & 17:3; Romans 10:9
10; Matthew 16:16)

2. Admit that you're a person who has r
met God’s perfect standard. (Romar
3:10-17, 23)

3. Recognize that your sin separates yc
from God and will keep you separate
forever unless forgiven by God.
(Romans 6:23)

4. Ask God to apply the payment of Jes
Christ (His death and resurrection) tc
the debt of your sin and thereby forgi
you of your sin. (1 John 1:9)

5. Recognize it is by God’s GRACE anc
your faith in Jesus Christ ALONE tha
you are saved! (Ephesians 2:8-9;
Romans 3:24)

We urge you to “talk” thesestepsthrough with
God. Your desireto havea personalrelationshi
with God can be expressedhrougha simpleprayel
like this... “Dear Lord, | want to know Yot
personally. | am willing, with Your help, to turn
from my sins. ThankYou for sendingJesus,whc
died in my place and rose again to be my Savior
Comeinto my life and lead me. Amen.” If yoL
prayed this prayer, please share this wonderfu
newswith another believer so they can help yoL
grow in your new found faith. God bless you.



Storm of the Century

Theboatrockedand creakedfrom the flow of the sea.
As the thirteen mensat in the boat, an eerie calm
cameover the sea. Peterwasthe first to notice the
changingconditions. All the yearsas a fisherman
hadtrained him well, and he knewwhatwasaboutto
happen. He lookedoverto James,Johnand Andrew.
Their eyes held the samelook of fear, and the
knowledgeof whatwasaboutto unfold on the Seaof
Galilee.

Thewavesstruckthe boat out of nowhereas the wind
and water seemedo rush in all at once. The men
hurried to shift sails, haul anchorsand bail water.
Twelve of these men exhaustedall of their own
knowledgeand strengthto savethe sinkingship while
the Savior of the world lay asleep. Thomas,one of
thetwelve,lookedoverto Jesussleepingand thought
to himselfaboutthe miraclesthis Man had performed
right beforehis very eyes;this man teachesasa man
of God, and healssick men and lepersand He lays
asleepin the midstof this greatstorm, surely we will
die, and He sleeps!

It doesn’t matter where £
you go in the world, there : ——
are storms. Sandstorms
in the desert,ice stormsin

the Arctic, and hurricanes
in the ocean. Violent and
unpredictable weather
looms aroundthe corner
everywhere on earth, and so it is with our lives.

——
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We all experiencestormsin our lives. We lose our
jobs, a friend dies, a family memberfinds out they
have cancer,we realize we won’t have enough
moneyto makeit throughthe month. Whenthese
stormsaboundwe reactin the very sameway the
apostlesreacted,we try and weatherthe storm
ourselvesthinking we are alone,but the answerlies
asleep next to us the entire time.

Frantically, the twelvemen,asif all at oncerealizing
the answerto their problems,rushedto wake Jesus
yelling to Him, “Master, why are you just laying
there? Can't Youseethat we are aboutto die? This
stormis just too much!” Jesusjust looks at them,
feelingthe sharppanicin their voices. He asksthem
a simple question,“Where is your faith?” Without
saying anotherword, Jesussat up and calmedthe
storm. Amazed,the disciples askedone another,

“Who is this Man that He commandshe wind and
the waves?”

No matterwhat we go through,we know our Savior
is there at our side. | think that the authorof the
poemFootprintsin the Sandput it the bestwhenshe
wrote, “I love you and would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering, it wasthen
that | carried you.”

David wrote in his famouspsalmof comfort, Psalm
23, “Even though! walk throughthe shadowof the
valley of death, | will fear no evil.” This psalm
assureaus that we will go throughthe valleys, we
will seehardtimes, but it is becauseof thesehard
timesthat we havethe faith to fear no evil; we have
the faith to know that Jesuswill seeusthroughthese
storms.

So,the nexttime a stormcomesup in our lives, let's
not panicandtry to weatherthe stormourselves. Let
us ask Godto help us throughthe hardtimes,andto
use the experience to strengthen our faith in Him.

written by

Matthew Moeller MCF St. Cloud

Our Worth

| woke to the birds singing loudly this morn’
Asking me question like, “Why were you born?”

“What was the sense in God creating you?”
and, “Is there a reason for the things that you do?”

So | started thinking, “Yeah, what good am 1?”

While looking out at the lake, trees and the sky.

| smelled the fresh grass while | listened to birds.
Beautiful creation, | couldn’t find the words.

How could | measure my value or worth
When God has His treasures all over the earth?
Why would God waste His time just to save me?
We've lost better things in the depths of the sea.

Well,

Maybe my life ain’t as bad as it seems,

| still have one more chance to live out my dreams.
People may throw most of their life away

But I'll count my blessings and treasure each day.

written by

Richard Birdsall MCF Moose Lake
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26 Guards

This is a powerful thing! | canonly hopeand pray
that the principle hereinwill manifestitself in the
heartsand lives of all who read this powerfully
blessedtrue storyabout prayer.

Haveyou everfelt the urgeto pray for someoneand
thenjust put it on alist andsaid,“I'll pray for them
later.”? Or, hasanyoneever calledyou andsaid,“l

needyou to pray for me; | have this need....”?
Here's a messagehat should send chills through
your very soul! A missionaryon furlough told this
true story while visiting his home church in
Michigan...

While serving at a small field hospital in Africa,
everytwo weeksl traveled by bicycle through the
jungle to a nearby city for supplies. This was a
journey of two daysand required campingovernight
at the half-way point.

On one of thesejourneys,'d arrived in the city,
where | plannedto collect moneyfrom a bank,
purchasemedicineand supplies,and then begin my
two-dayjourneybackto the field hospital. Uponmy
arrival, | observedtwo menfighting — one of whom
had beenseriouslyinjured. | treated him for his
injuries, while at the sametime speakingto him
aboutthe Lord, JesusChrist. | thentraveledthe two
days, campingovernightand arrived homewithout
incident.

Two weekslater, | had to repeatmy journey. Upon
arriving in the city, | was approachedby that same
manl'd giventreatmentto on my prior trip. Thenhe
told methat he had knownthat | carried moneyand
medicines. He said, “Some friends and | followed
you into the jungle last time, knowingthat you would
be campingovernight. We plannedon killing you,
thentaking your moneyand drugs. But aswe were
aboutto moveinto your campwe sawthat you were
surrounded by 26 guards!”

At this | laughedand said that | was certainly all
alone in that jungle campsite. The young man
pressedthe point, however,and said, “No sir! |
wasn’tthe only onewho sawthe guards! My friends
also say them and we all countedthem! It was
becauseof thoseguardsthat we were afraid and left
you alone!”

At this point in the sermon,one of the menin the
congregationjumpedto his feet and interruptedthe
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missionaryand askedif he could tell him the exact
day this happened. The missionary told the
congregatiorthe date,and the man who interrupted
told him this story;

On the night of your incident in Africa it was
morninghereand| waspreparingto play golf. |1 was
aboutto putt whenl felt the urgeto pray for you. In
fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong| called
men in this church to meetwith me here in the
sanctuarysowe could pray for you...Wouldall of the
men who met with me on that day please stand up?

The menwho met togetherto pray that day stood.
The missionarywasn’t concernedwith who they
were— he wastoo busy countingthe numberof men
standing. There were precis&g men...!

This story is an incredibleexampleof how the Lord
movesin mysteriousways! So, if you everfeel or
hearthat prodding, pleasedo go along with it and
pray. Nothingis everhurt by prayerexceptthe very
gates of hell.

As the previoustrue story clearly illustrates,“With
Godall thingsarepossible”. Evenmoreimportantly,
God hears and answers the prayers of the faithful.

After readingthis, | greatly encourageyou to please
passit on andgive Godyour thanksandpraisefor the
beautiful gift of your faith, for the powerful gift of
prayerandfor the many miraclesHe works in your
own life daily...

author unknown
submitted by
Michal Wortth

MCF  Stillwater

Art and Poetry

Contest
1% place - $25
2" place - $15
3 place - $10
All artwork and poetry MUST be
original. There are separate awards

each categoryEntries must be submitt
to “The Open Door” by May*®i, 2006.




God Will Fight Your Battles

| thank you, Almighty Lord
From bondage you set me free
One time | was totally blind
But now | clearly see

The road that | was on
Led only to the gates of hell
| thank you, Lord for sparing my life
I'm blessed for being in jail

In Satan’s den | was
| was bound by Satan’s chain
My life has changed since that day
| prayed in Jesus’ name

No more will | be trapped
By that demon named cocaine
‘Cause Jesus is now in my life
thank God my life has changed

Take it from me, my friend
This is what cocaine will do

Make one misuse the ones he loves

Misusing himself, too

To leave cocaine alone
Through Jesus just talk to God

When God'’s with you on the battlefield

You'll find to win is not hard

Yes, God will fight your battles
Until the very end

Just be for the Lord and God will be for you

And Satan can not win

written by

Willie Patterson (aka Mississippi) MCF Faribault

Better Than a Friend

You arethe bestof all friends.

You arewith me throughthick andthin.
Your blood haswashedawayall my sins.
Only Your blood cleanseswithin.
JesusyYou aremuchmorethana friend;

You werewith me beforethe beginning,andto the end.

WhatYou havedone,wordscannevertell;

You havedsavedmy soul from beingcastinto hell.

ThankYou, Jesusfor openingheaven’sdoor.

Ithank You, Jesusagain;I'll thankYou forevermore.

written by
Larry Kilts  Cooper Street Corr. Fac. Ml
submitted by Roy Hauter MCF St. Cloud

Too Blessed to be Stressed

| am too blessed to be stressed
And too anointed to be disappointed.

| refuse to be discouraged,
To be sad, or to cry.

| refuse to be downhearted,
And here’s the reason why:

| have a God Who is almighty,
Who is sovereign and supreme;
| have a God Who loves me,
And I'm on His team.

He is all wise and powerful;

Jesus is His name;

Though everything else is changeable,
My God remains the same.

| refuse to be defeated;

My eyes are on my God.

He has promised to be with me,
As through this life | plod.

| am looking past my circumstances

To heaven’s throne above.

My prayers have reached the heart of God.
| am resting in His love.

| give thanks to Him in everything.
My eyes are on His face.

The battle is His; the victory is mine.
He will help me win the race!

written by

Derick Whitehurst

Mayo Corr. Inst. Work Camp FL

submitted by Roy Hauter MCF St. Cloud

Wisdom

The differencebetweena wise manand a fool is the
wise man learns from others mistakesand a fool

learnsfrom his own mistakes. The wise manknows
to requestor seekadvicefrom God; we needto ask
the Lord for His help so that we’'ll seesituations
through His eyes and make wise choices. Fools
know no boundsin a world so cold, so full of

pressureand pain; thinking it will change,nsteadit

remains the same!

written by
Leevioce Washington MCF  St. Cloud



12 Seeds for Success
Relationships

The Broken Table

“What should we tell Mrs.

Johnson?"Jim asked. “What

do you mean?”Bill responded.“We'll tell herthe
truth. We setsomeboxeson the table and the table
broke.”

“Yeah, but what if the table was worth a lot of
money? Maybeit wasan antique,”Jim wenton. “|
can just see the look on her face when we tell her.”

“Yeah, | know what you mean,”Bill responded.“It
could havebeenworth a lot. I'd rathernot tell her,
either. But we have to. It's the right thing to do.”

“Couldn’t we just say that we found it that way?
She’ll neverknow,” Jim said. “Or maybewe could
hide the pieces.” Even as he spoke, he knew that
telling a lie waswrong. The look he got from Bill
confirmed it.

Jim wenton, “Well, | surewish therewasa way to
get out of this.”

Jim and Bill were both juniors in high schooland
were part of the Serviceteamat their church. Today
they werehelpingMrs. Johnsorgetreadyto moveto
a seniors’residence. The boys had beenworking in
her garage.

They went into the houseand found Mrs. Johnson.
“We brokeoneof your tables,”Bill saiddirectly. “It
was an accident. We're sorry about it.”

“Oh, that's too bad,” she said. “Let’s take a look.”

They boysfollowed her to the garage. The fact that
shewalked slowly only prolongedthe time they had
to be anxiousabouthow shewould reactwhen she
saw the table.

“Thereit is,” Bill said,pointingto the brokenpieces
on the floor. “We got a few boxesout of the back
cornerand | guesswe thoughtthe table was strong
enough to hold them.”

“That’s okay, boys. | hopeyou weren't hurt whenit
broke.”
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“No, some of the pieceswent flying, but we're
okay,” said Jim. “I'm sureglad you're not angry
with us.”

“Oh my no!” shesaid. “And besidesthat old table
wasn’'t muchgoodfor anythinganyway. We hadan
appraisercomelook at it once. He told usit wasn't
worth anything. He alsosaidthatit lackedwhat he
called ‘structural integrity.” It just wasn't very
sturdy. Eventhoughit looked okay on the outside,
the wood was not very strongon the inside. So we
neverusedit. | don’t evenknow why we kept that
old table around.”

The boys were relieved to hear she wasn’t angry.
“I'm glad you boys told me the truth about what
happened,’shecontinued. “Some peoplewould have
tried to coverup somethinglike this. We needmore
young men like you — men of integrity!”

“Thanks,” Bill replied. “You know, we talked about
integrity at our ServiceTeammeetinglastweek. We
learnedthatit’s animportantpart of our relationship
with the Lord and with others.”

“l think you were practicingintegrity too,” Jim said
to Mrs. Johnson.“You wereopenandhonestwith us
when you told us how you really felt about that
table.”

Mrs. Johnsonsmiled. “Come on in the housefor
some lemonade,” she said.

Questions for personal reflection:

Why did Jim want to make up a story to tell Mrs.
Johnson?

Why did Bill think they shouldn’t?

Haveyou everbeenin a situationlike that? Whatdid
you do?

How could Mrs. Johnsonhavereacteddifferently to
the situation?

What happenedto the relationshipsin this story?
Why?

Scripturereferencedor additional studyand discussion:
Psalms26:1-5, 139:23,34; Proverbs10:9, 11:3-5; Mark
12:14; 1 Peter 2:12

originally printed on www.12seeds.com
a publication of Prime Success Institute, Inc. /
Norm Andersen




The Story of God’s Secret

“Shout the victory,” Brother Phil said. “Shout the
victory in times of trouble!” | thoughtthis cat was
crazy,| mean,how could | “shout the victory” with
so muchdisappointmenin my life. “Comeon, don't
let him get you down. Comeon, y'all. Alleluia!
Praisethe Lord! Thankyou, Jesus! Owwwwwww,
man,is He good.” I'm standingtherein awe. How
could a 54 year old man be so crazy for Jesus? |
didn’t understandso | askedhim, “Phil, how in the
world canyou love Jesugheway you do? | just have
neverseenanythinglike this before.” He responded,
“He done savedmy life; nobody can do you like
Jesus!”

ThatwasApril 2005. It's beena while sincethen. |
stayedin St. Cloud4 _ months. Therewerea lot of
good brothersthere, but soonthey startedto leave.
First Louie, secondLarry, third Phil, fourth Chris,
andsoon. | prayed,‘Lord, why did you leavemeall
alonein this place. Peoplel love asmy own brothers
haveleft.” Well, little did | know that when| got
transferredco MCF — MooseLake what God hadin
storefor me. The day | arrived was heartbreaking.
“God hasmovedme into a wildernesswith no one
who wantedJesus,”l thought. Well, how | jumped
for joy whenl found out that God hadtransferredall
but onebrotherto the MooselLake, andthey wereall
in the sameliving unit. Now tell me thatain’'t God!
Well, over the courseof months| have seenGod
move like evenl| couldn’'t imagine. “Thank you,
Jesus,”l said one morning. Phil had shown me
Revelation19:11-16. It saidthat Jesusvasthe Word
of God, so Jesuswas God. That was God’s name,
Jesus. John5:43 says,| havecomein my Father’s
name. Well, | knew a little bit of information,
enoughto satisfy my thirst for the day. Later Jesus
led me on a greatspiritual journey,andit hasn’tbeen
the samesince. Isn't it amazingthat we servethe
sameJesusthat Adam saw faceto face,and Moses,
Abraham,Noah, David and many more served? It
wasawesome.Well, over the courseof manyweeks
this is what He showed me.

1. Until thetimethatthe Word came the Word of the
Lord tried or testedHim. Psalmsl105:19 He will kill
your flesh and you must do that first.

2. He sendsthe springs, “spirit” into the valleys,
“life” which run amongthe hills “tests”. Psalms
104:10 He will come after you are dead.

3. “Christians” wait upon thee; that thou mayest
give them everythingin due time. Psalms104:27
Wait on Jesus.

4. Thenthe Lord shall “build you up”, He shall
appear in His glory Psalm 102:16

After learningthis from the Lord, He showedme the
keys| neededo unlock heavenandgive it all | had
through the Holy Spirit. It is the glory of God to
conceal things “secrets"Proverbs 25:2

Blessedis the Lord who makethHis ministersa
flaming fire. Psalms104:4 That'sit! It wasn't
anything | did, but what Jesusdid through my
obedience. So whentimes of trouble comealong |
shoutthe victory like Peterwhen he was sinking in
the water — HHHHEEEELLLLPPPP! Alleluia,
praisethe Lord! | thankyou, Jesus! Owwwwwww!
He saved my life, for that | say YES, THANK YOU!

This is dedicated to Phillip Conley.

written by

Duane Ekman MCF Moose Lake

The Lighthouse

There is a lighthouse on a hillside

That overlooks life’s sea

Where the ships don’t have to sway anymore
The light can be seen from anywhere on the sea
Both near and far, through the calm or rough sea
In clear skies or in a storm

The lighthouse is there to guide you home

Christ is that lighthouse

Though we may not always see it or agree

He is alwaystherefor usif we believeandtrustin
Him

All He wants in return is your love

For He first loved us

So won't you let Him guide you home?

If we choose to let Him guide us by His light

He will give us life

He has promised, if we give it all to Him

He will give you rest

Jesus is the Lighthouse

written by

Donald Ordway MCF  St. Cloud



The Progressive Nature of Sin part 1
a message adapted by John Kilpatrick —

“Who can understanchis errors? Cleanseme from
secretfaults. Keep back your servantalso from
presumptuousins; let themnot havedominionover
me. Then | shall be blameless,and | shall be
innocentof the greattransgression.Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptablan Yoursight,O Lord, my strengthand my
Redeemer.”Psalm 19:12-14

A man’ssinsarenot just actionshe feelsbad about.
Sin hasa far greaterramification than bad feelings.
Whenmendon't really understandhe power of sin,
they are morelikely to getinvolvedin it andfail to
understandthe future consequenceof it. Sin is
progressive- therearefive categorieof sin thatare
progressivein nature. If not dealtwith quickly, sin
can snowball.

Whatis sin? Sin is transgressioragainstGod and
His Word. Somemen get by with things that God
won't let themdo. SometimesGod dealswith people
aboutidols in their lives that seemso benign —
fishing, sportingevents,leisure activities. It wasa
sport,but to that personit wasa sin. Therearelists
in the Bible of things God hates,but it is difficult to
find an exact answer for this question.

| believesin is anythingthat you put before God’
anythingwith a hold or poweroveryou. Thereare
five categorieof sin andthey progressivelybuild in
your life.

ERROR

The first level or categoryof sin is “error”. The
personis unawareof the fact that what he is doing
offendsGod. Unintentionalsin seemsannocent,andl

believeto a greatdegreeit is. How manytimeshave
we offendedGod and walked away without knowing
it? An erroris somethinga persondoesbut doesn’t
meanto do. It is anerror. New believersespecially
commit sin without knowing they violated God'’s
Word. Later, astheir understanding@nd knowledge
grow, God shedslight on their error, helping them
realize their former ignorance,and it brings a new
level of responsibility to their life.

Before his salvation, my father-in-law got drunk
everyweekend. After he becamea believer,he still
drankbeer. He didn’t getdrunk anymore but he still
hada beerin the evening. My mother-in-lawdidn’t
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condemnhim; shejust decidedto leaveit to God.
Oneday, after cutting the grass he wentin for a cold
beer and he heardthe voice of God saying, “I'm
displeased with that.”

For my father-in-law,it was over. As soonas God
showedhim that drinking was wrong, it was over.
Beforethat, his drinking wasan error. God knew he
was savedandgavehim time to get established.But
thenthe Lord put His finger on the drinking and said,
“l don’t want you to do that anymore.”

SECRET SINS

Secretsinscomein threelevels. Secretsinsarethose
hiddento others,aswell asto the individual, but God
knows. As long asmy father-in-lawwasgoingto the
refrigeratorfor a beer,it was an error becausehe
didn't know better. But as soon as the Lord put
emphasison it and showedHis displeasurethen if
my father-in-lawhad consumed beer,it would have
beena secretsin: trying to hide if from the Lord. At
that point, he would be sneaking around.

Anotherkind of secretsinsarethosehiddento others,
but the personthemselfis awareof it, andtried to
guardthe sin from being exposed. A secrethabit,
somethinga personknows is wrong and doesin a
secrethiddenplace. Theypartakeandindulgein this
sinin private. Othersneverknow aboutit, but Godis
acquainted with the sin.

The last type of secretsins arethosehiddento t he
person,but known to others. Sinsin this category
includethingslike pride and stubbornness.They are
evidentto othersaroundthe person,but he is not
consciousof them. If heis prideful or hasa proud
spirit, they are usually deeply ingrained and other
peopleknow aboutthem long beforethe man does
because he won't face up to them.

Stubbornnessshows itself when the man knows
somethingis right and has wisdom, but refusesto
changehis positioneventhoughhe knowsit is wrong
because he doesn’t want to let his pride be offended.

Prideandstubbornnesarebrothers. Many menhave
wives and families that have put up with their
stubbornnessfor a long time. These sins are
rebellion againstGod. Other people know about
them, but they aren’tfree to talk to the manaboutit,

or confronthim becausehey know he will respondn

anger...

(continued in the April '06 issue of The Open Door)



Put on the full armor of God... Ephesians 6:11

Full Armor
an Open Door Bible study

adapted from: 2 Seeds for a

Successful Relationships, I 2 f‘gf{?{fj

by Norman Anderson Rk
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SEED #1 - RESPECT

(Regard, Esteem, Honor)

Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10

Respectis regard for the existence,ideas and
opinionsof otherpeople.To respectothersis to treat
themwith dignity and honor. The word “respect”is
from the Latin word, respectuswhich meansto look
at, to regard.Regard,or considerations a basicform
of respect.Esteemis a higherlevel of respect,and
honor is an even higher level of respect.

Respect involves thinking of others, having
considerationfor them. It is being thoughtful of
others, treating others with respect.

Other words for Respect

e attention

e consideration
» esteem

» deference

e honor

e regard
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Respect: In Our Relationship with the Lord

Our relationshipwith the Lord is, of course the most
importantrelationshipwe have. In relatingto Him
there should be a level of respectthat goesbeyond
regard,beyondesteemandbeyondhonor. The word
thatdescribeghis highestlevel of respects: worship.
The Scripture mentionsthe word “worship” more
than 150 times. The dictionary definesworship as
“reverenthonor, adoringreverenceor regard.” This
highestlevel of respectshouldbe reservedonly for
the Lord.

The “fear of the Lord” in the Bible involvesthis high
level of respect.Someonehascalledthe fear of the
Lord “supreme respect.” The book of Proverbs
declaresthat, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom.” This fear of the Lord, this “supreme
respect”is not only a gatewayto wisdom, but alsoa
growing relationship with the Lord.

And as we increasinglyconsiderthink of- the Lord,
our respectfor Him growsinto ever greaterworship
of Him. Our relationship with Him also grows.

We arefortunatethat the Lord hasregard,a form of
respect,for people.In the Old TestamentHe was
constantlythinking of people and interactingwith
them.In the New TestamentHe evenbecamehuman
and lived amongus. When we look at the life of
Jesus,we see Him displaying considerationfor
everyone.Even while suffering on the cross-for
others— He askedoneof His followersto tendto the
needs of His mother.

Besidesregardor considerationthe Lord also gives
even higher levels of respectto His people. He
declaresiThis is theonel esteemhewhois humble
and contrite in spirit, and tremblesat My word.” Is
66:2. And also,“Thosewho honorMe | will honor.”
1Sa 2:30

Respect: In Our Relationships with Others

Respectis one of the most powerful positive
principlesin life. Besidesbeing a gatewayto our
relationshipwith the Lord, respectis alsoa gateway
to civil relationshipswith others.In fact, respect
forms the basis for civility in a group and in a
society.

Respecthelpsmeetthe humanneedfor significance.
We all wantto feel important,to feel that our lives



have meaning,that we count for something,When

we respect others, we remind them of these things.

Besidesbeingthe gatewayto relationshipsrespects
also the gateway to the practice of the other
principlesof the 12 SeedsFor example,in orderto
encouragesomeone,we first have to have some
regardfor them before we are likely to say or do
anything to encourage them.

Respectis a major ingredientin the growth of
successfulrelationshipsin any family, friendship,
group, team, church, business, or community,

Symptoms and consequences...
How to Tell When Respect is Weak or Missing

In a self-centeredvorld, showingrespecfor othersis
often neglectedor dismissed.Somepeoplething of
respectas just an optional nicety, or an outdated
traditionthatwasforceduponthemby peoplein their
past.Othersview respectasa socialtactic to be used
when it servesto advancea personalagenda.The
failure of so many peopleto graspthe importanceof
respectandto practiceit regularlyhasbroughtmany
tragic consequences$or them and for the people
around them

Always make the other person feel important.

~ Dale Carnagie

The lack of respectdisrespect,is characterizedy
disregard,dishonor,lack of attention,lack of esteem.
Peopletendto ignore one another,actingat timesas
if othersdon't evenexist. Necessarynteractionsare
uneasy, stressful, even at times confrontational.
Rudenessis common. Courtesy is neglected.
Politeness is forgotten. People areonsiderate.

Unfortunately,disrespectis a way of life for some
people.They know very little aboutrespect.They
seldomgive it; they seldomreceiveit. And they may
not evenrealizewhen they are disrespectingpthers
Eventheir humorouslittle quipsand pranksmay be
thoughtless and disrespectful of others.

Young people sometimesrefer to disrespectingor
dishonoringa personas“dissing.” It hasprecipitated
individual actsof revengeand evengangretaliations.
The highway behavior known as “road rage” is
probably linked to a disrespectfor other people.
Disrespect has caused marriagesto break up,
friendshipsto dissolve,customersto never return,
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churchesand groupsto dwindle, communitiesto
become cold.

Possible reasons...
Why People Fail to Respect

If respectis soimportant,andthe lack of respectso
tragic, why don’t we give moreof it? Let's look ata
few of the possible reasons.

First of all, we are by nature,self-centeredWe tend
to think first- sometimeonly- of ourselvesAlso, we
fail to follow our Lord’s example.We tendto watch
the world so much, with its many examplesof
disrespectthat we take our eyesoff the Onewho is
always concernedabout people,alwaysthinking of
others.

In a world that tendsto degradepeople, it canbe
easyto regardpeopleasinsignificant. We may come
to think of them as either nuisancesvho getin our
way, or as tools we can use to further our own
interests.

Somepeopleexcusethemselvesrom giving respect
becausehey think that othershavenot yet met their

criteria for deservingor “earning” it. They may feel

that how they treat othersshouldbe dictatedby the

way people behave.However, this can lead to a

downward spiral of ongoing disrespect.

There are people who, unfortunately,know more
ways to disrespectothersthan they know ways to

respectthem. Thesepeople may never have been
taughtaboutrespect,or how to practiceit. Or, they

may havebeenraisedin, or now live in environments
where there are no consistentexamplesof respect
being expressed or demonstrated.

The good harvest that results...
When Respect Grows

Whenwe respectothers,it helpsthemfeelimportant.
Even more essential it remindsthem that they are
important.If the Lord treatedpeopleasimportantand
valuable,then so shouldwe. Respectingotherscan
have a dramaticand positive effect uponthem, and
upon their behavior.

When respectgrows, peoplethink more highly and
more often of others.Peoplefeel caredfor andloved.
It is said of William Booth, founderof the Salvation
Army, that the last word he utteredon his deathbed
was “others”.



Overall quality of life increasesvhenrespectgrows.
There is a “common courtesy” among people. People
are blessedsincerespectis a pleasanthing to give
and receive. Here’'s a summaryof some of the
blessings when respect grows:

People are reminded that they are
significant

A proper self- image is nourished
Overall quality of life improves
Friendships are enhanced

Other qualities (seeds) are able to grow
Relationships grow

Family life improves

Teams become more effective
Churches grow in size and effectiveness
Businessesbecome more people-
orientated

Communities flourish

And the Lord is worshipped and glorified.

To have respect for ourselves guides our morals;

and to have deference for others governs our

manners. Laurence Sterne

Sharpen Your Sword

1. Whatwill happento you if
you have respect for a
command? Proverbs 13:13

é
F

SPIRITUS
GLADIUS

2. The Ten Commandmentspeakspecifically about
showing honor for whom? Exodus 20:12

3. Accordingto Romans,what will awaitthosewho
do good? Romans 2: 10
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4. Is theresomeonen your circle of Believersthat
you should not respect? 1 Peter 2:17

5. What does the Bible say about favoritism?
James 2:1-6

6. According to Jesus,there is a place where a
prophetis without honor.Whereis that? Matthew
13:57

7. What will the Fatherdo for the one who serves
Jesus? John 12:26

8. Who arethe Brotherswe shouldhold in the highest
regard? 1 Thessalonians 5: 12-13

9. How should be regard each day? Romans 14: 5-8



10. What are we doing when we break the Law?
Romans 2: 17-23

Practical Applications
Ways to Help Respect Grow

Prayer
Some suggestions

Dear Lord, please help me to have the highest
respectfor You. Help me to worship you in my
thoughts, words, and actions.

Dear Lord, thank You for having regard for people.

Dear Lord, please help me to treat people with
dignity and respect.

Thoughts & Attitudes
Meditate on Scriptures like these...

Exodus 20: 12
Proverbs 11: 16
Romans 12:10
Romans 13: 7
Philippians 2:3
1 Peter 2:17

Affirm thoughts like these...

The Lord is great,andworthy of the highestrespect!
| will worship Him!

The Lord created people, and he loves them!
People are important, including me!

Even when they may appearotherwise,peopleare
important!

is an important person!

| will treat with respect!
(put a person’s name in the blanks above)
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Other suggestions...

Remember how the Lord respected people.
Memorize the theme verse at the start of this chapter
Think about other people.

Remember people’s names.

Words
Suggested things to say or write to others

You are important

, | respect your opinion

What do you think,
I've been thinking of you
I'd like to hear your ideas on this.

I'd like to know what’s important to you.

Actions
Suggestions...

Look at the person who's speaking.

Hold the door open for others.

Dress appropriately and respectfully.

Be on time - respectinga person’stime is respecting
them.

Discussion
For personal reflection or group consideration...

1. Whatdo the Scripturereferencesn the Thoughts
and Attitudes section say about respect?

2. Who should we respect? Why?
3. Do | respect others? How?
4. What can | do to show greater respect to others?

5. What will | commit to changing or doing?

* for more information on th&2 Seedgrogram by
Norm Andersen please -
visit the website atvww.12seeds.coor
e-mail at:norm@12seeds.coor
write t0:1515 East 66 Street
Richfield, MN 55423




From the Editor...

Do You Need
Encouragement?

It is truly goodto be back
in this New Year 2006.
Why you might ask?Why
is it goodto be back? My
answercanonly be that |
fully understand the
importance of this
ministry thatthe Lord has
involved you and | in for
the pastthree years.We
arenotjusta ministry. We
are all membersof the Body of Christ. We area
family of believers.We have been adoptedinto
God’'sfamily becausef His greatlove andmercyfor
us.Jesu<Christdiedfor you andfor me onthe Cross.
He paid the sin debtthat we are all owing. He has
becomeour righteousnesspur Open Door to the
Father.We are valued membersof The Kingdom.
Yes, The Kingdom of God is not out there
somewherelt is herealready.We are part of that
gloriousKingdom. We awaitthe SecondComingand
Revealingof Our Glorious King, King Jesus! Did
you hear what | said? We are adoptedSons and
DaughtersadoptedHeirs of the Kingdom. We havea
long rich lineage;our Family beganwith Adam and
Eve. Among countlesssaints,, Abraham,Jacob,
Isaac,JosephMoses...Jesus..all are our Brothers.
RebekkahMyriam and Mary are amongour Sisters.
You and| arepart of a family that goesbacka long
ways. What they’ve doneand how they’ve doneit is
well documentedn the Bible, the GreatestStory of
God’s affairs with his family members.We here,
involved in this ministry are a integral and valued
part of this greatextendedamily, the great“cloud of
witnesses”"which our Brother Paul talks aboutin
Hebrews 12:1.

How do big families like ours get along and stick
togetherthroughthe thick andthin of life? | believe
thatwe’'ve doneit andwill continueto do it through
encouragement.

| know that you're familiar with this word,
“encouragement”. So stop for a brief momentright

now...think abouta time whenyou were encouraged.

Rememberit and then recall who encouragedyou
andwhy? My answerwill be different from yours,
but the reasondor the encouragementill be similar.
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Did you say somethinglike you were feeling really
low, or inadequate,or dumber than usual, or
confused,or just in plain trouble? Maybe you
messedsomethingup really bad. I've done that.
What did | needat that moment?| didn't needto
hear... “l told you so”, or jeering or laughter.

So this word, “Encouragement”,if you consult
Webster's meansseveralthings: “to inspire with
courage, spirit of hope”..."to spur on”"..."to
stimulate”...to give help or patronage to”.

First off, let it be known that JesusChrist is the

Great Encourager. Recallthat our Brothers,the

Apostles,wereon the frontlines of a new hope.They
really neededencouragement8o, when Jesusarose
from the dead,He remainedfor forty daysto show
the disciplesthat what He had said would cometo

pass,anddid cometo pass,althoughthey may have
had somethingelsein mind initially. His resurrection
wasthedirecthopelink thatwasgivento themandto

us ...thosewho believe, trust in, obey and follow

Him. He is the Spirit of Hope.

Without Christ Jesus,what hope is there in this
world?

When | have neededencouragementfor whatever
reasonthe thing that usuallyneededo be dealtwith

wasmy fearof something. Fearparalyzeswhile just
aword of “It's Ok, don’t worry aboutit” type of talk

canmakeall the difference. This is especiallytrue in

instanceswhere the person who is doing the
encouragingis someonewho you have beenin

relationshipwith. You know that personcaresabout
you, and loves you, evenwhenthe chips are down.
They are friends throughthick and thin andtill the
end.

“Peacebe with you...Why areyou troubledand why
do doubtsrisein your minds? Look at my handsand
feet. It is | myself.” (Luke 24:36-39)Oh, those
wordsmusthavebeenlike a healingsalveor balmto
the fearful hearts of the disciples as they were
together,hiding from the authoritiesafter Christ’s
death. Jesus'wordsto themwere peacehope,and
courageto help themface anythingthat camealong.
Do His words have the same effect for you today?

JesusNo greaterfriend haseverexistedor will ever
exist.

Whatkind of encouragemertto you needtoday? Do
you needto know for surethat you haveor canbe



forgiven of somehorrible sin? Do you needto know
thatthereis someonavho lovesyou, who caresabout
you? Do you needthe assurancethat you will
survive a bad mistake?Do you needto know that
your life hasreal purposeright hereandright now no
matter what the circumstances?

When I'm in needof encouragementa couple of
things are surely helpful. Oneis a smile, anotheris
the Word. | needto hearfrom otherpeople,andthat
includesthe Holy Spirit who shouldbe at the top of
the list. | needto hearthe Word, the Word made
flesh, who cameto love me with an unwavering,
unselfishlove. | needto hearthe Word, paraphrased
by my friendsandfamily, aswell asbeingspokento
me as Jesushimself would speakpeaceto me, and
self worth to me, and the senseof being forever a
family memberin God’s Kingdom. | needthe Spirit
to consoleme andturn me in the right direction,in
the direction that | need.That direction can come
from the Spirit within me, andfrom the Spirit within
each and every one of you.

Encouragemens somethingthatwe all need. Grace
is somethingthat we neededmost of all, and Jesus
knew that. He knew we werelost in sin, andheld in
bondageto sin. He choseto lay down His life...to
lay down His life to opena way, a way thatwe could
choosethatwe might be free from thatbondage.We
would be free...freeto chooseHim, and His ways.
In The OpenDoor, we arefreeto do just that. Freeto

speak and free to encourage, free to speak His truths.

Before | go, | would like to commendall of you.

This past year has been anotherexciting year of

encouragement.encouragemerfrom you Brothers
and Sisters. Be assured,that your testimonies,
articlesandartwork arethe resultof the powerof the

Spirit at work in your lives andin this ministry. You

are supportingeachother, verifying, assuring,and
spurringone anotheron. Your personallettersto us
arealsotrue blessingsandthe encouragemerthatwe

need. As Paulaptly putit in Romansl:12, we have
been “mutually encouraged”.

| hope and pray that you will continueto work at
being an encouragethis year. The One within you
needsto be allowedto shinethroughaswe seekto
enthroneChrist in our lives and dethroneself. |

know that God hasshownus much graceand mercy
for so manythingswhenwe didn’t deservet. So, be
like minded.Encouragelook around.Do you see
him/her? Go to them. Make it a point to lift

someoneup, or put someoneat easewith thatword of
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hope,help,inspiration,andlove. We needeachother
as we stand firm together in the faith.

Be shepherdof God's flock thatis underyour care,
serving as overseers,not becauseyou must, but

because/ou arewilling, asGodwantsyou to be; not

greedyfor money, but eagerto serve,not lording it

over thoseentrustedto you, but being examplesto

the flock. And when the Chief Shepherdappears,
you will receivethe crown of glory that will never
fade away...

Humble yourselvesthereforeunder God’s mighty
hand,that He may lift you up in duetime. Castall

your anxiety on Him, becauseHe caresfor you. Be
self- controlled (Christ enthroned)and alert. Your

enemythe devil prowls aboutlike a roaring lion

looking for someonedo devour. Resisthim, standing
firm in thefaith, because/ou know thatyour brothers
and sistersthroughoutthe world are undergoingthe
same kind of sufferings.

And the God of all grace (unmeritedfavor), who
called you to His eternalglory in Christ, after you
havesuffereda little while, will Himself restoreyou
and makeyou strong,firm and steadfastTo Him be
the power for ever and ever. Amen.”

...| havewritten to you briefly, encouraging/ou and
testifying that this is the true graceof God. Stand
fastinit.” (1 Peter: 5: 2-12)




